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DEDICATION

I dedicate this book to those Ancient Wise Men whose diligent
application to the Science of the Heavens made this work possible.

All modern research is based upon their findings. Much of my
present work has been taken from old out-of-print manuscripts,
whose authors have long since passed on. Their written words will
herein be preserved for posterity.

Permit me to say, no grander or more soul-enobling theme has
ever been presented to the human intellect than the philosophy and
language of the Heavens. It opens to our inspection an endless
volume of sublime grandeur. Whoever watches fair Venus in her
march, with nothing save the philosophy of distance, time, and
motion to observe, will find a deep satisfaction - beyond the mundane
considerations of the materialistic life.

Unto him who reads the language of the Heavens, and catches the
inspiration of her loftier melodies, there is a positive charm and
enchantment, which makes every Star a divinity and lights all space
with prophetic wisdom.

It is the Wise Man who rules his Stars, and the fool who blindly
obeys them.

The Heavenly bodies predispose and influence, but they do not
compel.

Man'’s wisdom is in no way subjugated, and is no one’s slave; it has not
renounced or surrendered its freedom.



Therefore the stars must obey man and be subject to him, and not he to
the stars.

Even if he is a child of Saturn and if Saturn has overshadowed his birth,
he can master Saturn and become a child of the sun.

Paracelsus
Astronomia Magna 1537

There’s not a pulse beat in the human frame which
Is not governed by the Heavens above us.
The blood, in all its ebb and flow,
Is swayed by them as certainly as
Are the restless tides of the salt sea
By the respendent Moon; and at thy birth,
Thy Mother’s eyes gazed not more stead-fastly on thee
Than did the Stars that rule thy destiny.
ZOLAR



About the author

Called “The Dean of Astrologers’, Zolar has spent much of his life
advancing the science of astrology. He stumbled onto astrology in
1932, a little known subject at the time, and knew that he had found
his life’s work. Zolar had studied psychology, sociology, and every
field of human relationships, and now he began to delve into the
occult with the same vitality. After learning to cast charts he began
his now famous business by selling-horoscopes.
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PREFACE

Most people spend 90 per cent of their time doing what other people
want them to do instead of what they want to do themselves. Most
people, perhaps you, are haunted by self-destructive feelings they
don’t understand. These are feelings which may frighten and depress
you, for example: the constant fear that other people are somehow
better; the fear that you are now, and will always remain, a second-
class citizen in life; or the crushing realization that you always
feel poor no matter how much money you earn, and always feel
inadequate no matter how great your accomplishments.

Because of two crippling pressures—the constant attempts of other
people to exploit you and your own self-destructive feelings of in-
feriority—you spend your life in an emotional prison instead of a
palace. You allow yourself to be surrounded by enemies instead of
friends. You accomplish only a fraction of what you are really able
to accomplish. You find yourself constantly driven away from the
real enjoyments, the real achievements, the real meaning, of your
life.

Learn to control your destiny. Study the Ancient sciences, for this
knowledge will guide you through the present age of anxiety and
depression.

The very first step for the reader into the hidden pathway of
nature’s mysteries is the face-to-face confrontation with a starting
fact—the fact that all his preconceptions, all his education, all his
accumulated materialistic wisdom, are unable to account for the
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simple phenomena which transpire and transcend the action and
interaction of life forces on the planet on which he lives.

As a chemist, he may pursue the discrete discontinuities of force
until they are lost within the realms of the imponderable. “The great
unknown”, or “the aching void”, as it is christened amid the groans
of scientific travail, swallows him. But he can get no further.

As a physicist, he may decompose light and sound into what he
thinks are their component parts and, with scientific accuracy,
dissect before your very eyes these truths as a surgeon would his
anatomical subject. No sooner is that point reached than the shy
molecules and timid vibrations become alarmed at man’s daring
presumption, and fly into the realm of the infinite and occult
unknown. There in the aching void they sport in delight, safe from
man’s vulgar intrusion.

The realm of the unknown imponderables is the Universal, an
infinite ocean of something, yet nothing, which Science created in her
frantic endeavor to account for the material phenomena of the real
world. For a time, she was infinitely pleased with her own peculiar
offspring, which has now become a restless phantom, a grim, unlovely
spectre, which haunts the laboratories of its parent night and day,
until at last Science has become frightened at her own child. Now
Science tries in vain to slay that ghost of her own creation, but she
dares not enter the void she has called into existence, and there
pursue and recapture the truant atoms and timid vibrations of this
sublunary sphere we call Earth. But much is missing! ,

Therefore, at the very outset of man’s pilgrimage through these
vast and “‘scientifically unknown” regions, the reader had best
unload all the heavy and useless baggage of educated opinion and
scientific dogmas which he may carry. If he does not, he will find
himself top-heavy, and will either capsize or be buried amid the
debris of conflicting opinion.

The only equipment which man has found useful, and which will
repay the cost of transportation, is an unbiased, open mind, logical
reasoning, genuine common sense, and a calm, reflective brain. Any-
thing else on the voyage into the unknown upon which we are now
about to embark is simply useless, costly deadweight, hence, so far as
modern science is concerned, the less the reader has, the better. If he
can use his scientific acquirements merely as aids and crutches in
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climbing the spiritual steps of Occultism and if he will find Science
an auxiliary force, the Science is no longer a sacred cow, but a
functional tool.

But this is an exceedingly rare gift, and one seldom found. It also
has a delusive snare, because nine out of every ten people cheat
themselves into the belief that they possess such an ability; whereas,
in reality they are woefully deficient. It is always a safe course to
mistrust the absolute in all opinions and reasoning.

Before starting out on such a mighty and important undertaking,
we must draw serious attention to the major obstacle of the voyage—
the one which will be the most difficult to surmount. This hidden
rock, upon which so many profound students of the Occult become
shipwrecked, is the failure to realize the duality of Truth. The Truth
of appearances. The Truth of realities. The former is relative; the
latter is absolute!

If we possess half of anything, we know by the laws of common sense
and logical reasoning that there must be another half somewhere.
No subtle twist of metaphysical sophistry can cheat us into the belief
that we possess the whole. We know and see that we have just exactly
half, and no more.

Furthermore, when we look at any known thing, we know that for
it to possess the attributes of a thing it must possess three dimensions
—Ilength, breadth, and thickness. This being so, we also know it has,
broadly speaking, two sides—an outside and an inside. The outside
is not the same as the inside, any more than the boiler is the steam
which drives the engine.

This logical process of reasoning is the only chart which has so far
been prepared for the Occult explorer. It is vague and probably
unsatisfactory; yet, when it is used in conjunction with man’s con-
scious intuition (the only true compass to guide man in his winding,
uneven pathway upon the shores of the Infinite), one never need fear
being lost or failing in his endeavors to know the Truth.

In order to carry the same line of reasoning a little further, let us
take a type of architecture, the Gothic, for example and examine a
well-known specimen of this structural conception.The mind will
say, “What a beautiful building; how imposiig and grand; what a
triumph of man’s mechanical skill!”

So it appears, and upon the plane of visual appearance, so it
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really is. Consequently, it is a truth for the time. But when examined
in the light of Occult Science, we find this visual truth is only relative,
It is only a truth on the external, transitory plane of material pheno-
mena. We see, that in addition to being the result of man’s trained
mechanical ability it is the external form of his mental ideal. It is the
phenomenal outcome of man’s creative attributes.

When we look at this solid building from the earth’s plane, we only
see the outside of an object having length, breadth, and thickness. We
know there must be an inside, but we must enter the interior plane
before we can see it. Therein we shall find the building as it exists
within the subjective world of its architect. The solid stone edifice will
crumble to decay and fall; in the end not one material particle will
remain to indicate the place whereon it stood. Hence, the building
was not real; it was only a passing appearance assumed by matter
under the moulding forces of man’s mechanical ability. When the
forces which gave it shape and form became polarized by the restless
oceans of planetary magnetism, it dissolved and finally vanished “like
the baseless fabric of a dream.”

Even though the external structure of stone and mortar was lost
within the realms of “the great unknown”, the idea which created it
was eternal. It was a spiritual reality. Therefore, the idea was the
absolute truth, reality, yet the actual nonreality of stone appeared to
be the real.

It is these delusive appearances which created the confusion regard-
ing the exact meaning of the terms “‘Spirit” and “Matter.”” Science
refers all she cannot grapple with to some undiscovered forces of
Matter, whereas Theology refers them to the Spirit. Both are right,
and both are wrong!

As we explore the territory belonging to both Spirit and Matter
during the progress of our journey, we will state that Spirit and
Matter as we know them, are but the duality of expression of the
one great Deific principle. The duality is due to a difference in
polarity. Spirit and Matter are a unity under two modes of action.
This duality can be comprehended in its true relationship when
viewed from both planes and realized by the true science of cor-
respondence. Science is but a material system of symbolism from
which we regulate our conceptions of all things.

Plato said that ideas rule the world. And Plato was right; for,
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before the divine ideal was evolved from within the divine sensorium,
the Universe was not. The result of the divine ideal was the creation of
a pure symbolic form.

Just as symbols are the product of ideas, so in their turn, ideas are
the symbols of thought. Thought itself is but the symbolic response of
the Self to the pulsating throb of the radiant Soul. Beyond this we
cannot penetrate, even in our most exalted conceptions. Thus, all
serious study and meditation as to the nature and existence of God
is unprofitable, and cannot bring the reader any substantial return
either in this world or the next. The infinite can never be com-
prehended by the finite. We must rest satisfied with the certain
knowledge that we can, by one grand chain of sequences, trace the
transmission of thoughts, ideas, and symbolic forms to their divine
source.

The angelic world is but a prototype or symbolic expression of the
divine sphere of the Infinite. The celestial world is but a reflection of
the angelic. The spiritual world is the prototype and the symbolic
outcome of the celestial heavens. The Astral is the reflection of the
spiritual sphere. And lastly, the material is but the concrete shadow
of the Astral Kingdoms.

Now the reader can perceive how we, in our present state, are a long
way down on the scale of creative life. But if we exist, we know by the
laws of our being that we can and shall find our way back through
this valley of the shadow. We can leave this plane of inverted images
and delusive appearances for the bright realms of our former state.
There in those spheres of pure angelic life we can exist with the
everliving reality of all the infinitude of apparent realities.
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The Oldest Science
in the World

Before we can discuss what is the oldest science in the world, we must
arrive at some conclusion as to the definition of science. What exactly
is science ? Buckets and buckets of ink have been used in defining the
word, but they all boil down to the statement: Science is knowledge
arrived at by the scientific method. Even more buckets of ink have
been used in trying to define scientific method. The essential of the
method may easily be described. They are a series of steps, the first
of which is direct observation.

Of course, what the scientist observes is often the result of deliber-
ately contrived experimentation. Contrived in some cases, as it were,
to reveal what the scientist wants to see. After such a scientist has
made a whole string of direct observations, he goes into a huddle
with himself, pulls his beard, scratches his head, or perhaps contem-
plates his navel. From all this he forms an hypothesis or an explana-
tion of some kind for the things he designed the observations and
experiments to reveal. This hypothesis is a guess—an educated guess,
perhaps, but still a guess.

The next step is a simple one. The scientist says to himself, “I know
my idea is right, and if I do some more experiments I will be able to
prove it.” The final step, then, for this scientist, is to do the new
experiment. If the experiment proves his guess, everything is fine. But
if it doesn’t—which is often the case—he uses Finagle’s Laws and
introduces a constant into the mathematics or a fudge factor into the
experiment. Frequently, merely fudging a little doesn’t really prove
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the original hypothesis, so he takes one other step and draws on the
truly mystical realm of mathematics—the art of juggling figures. Now
the hypothesis is substantiated, and it can be called a theory. The
theory is nothing, then, but a well-tested guess.

Yet such scientists have overwhelming confidence in their own
ability, and thus make no attempts to teach the limitations of
science. In fact, they rarely recognize the limitations. But there are
limits to science.

Let us consider the question: Can science disprove ghosts? Many
students of modern science would agree that science has found no
evidence, nor reason to suspect evidence, of spirits. Such things
are only superstitions. But ghosts and spirits can appear when the
psychological conditions are exactly right. Perhaps one of the very
necessary conditions for the appearance of any ghost is the absence of
a modern scientist. What then? Science would and could investigate
ghost after ghost but no evidence of ghosts would be found. And
ghosts would continue to appear when the cynical scientists weren’t
looking.

This is a very simple case, yet it illustrates the true impossibility of
disproving things by the scientific method. Perhaps this is the case in
the current investigation into flying saucers. The Air Force and the
scientists seem much more interested in disproving their existence
than they are in proving it.

Not many years ago any claim about unknown forces from outside
our world affecting the lives and behavior of human beings would
have thrown scientists into an uproar. To accept such a concept
would have been to acknowledge a belief in Astrology. To the cynical
scientist, believing in Astrology is like believing in ghosts or witch-
craft, ‘

Paradoxically, scientists consider Sir Isaac Newton one of the
greatest of all scientists. They conveniently forget that Newton chose
Astrology as his life’s work! It was with great reluctance that he
took up the study of astronomy. He accused his colleagues of thinking
too materialistically. He also accused them of neglecting the real
cause of events. When fellow members of the Royal Society—true-
blue scientists—asked Newton why he believed in Astrology, he
replied, “I do not believe in a universe of accidents and, after all, I
have studied the subject and you haven’t.”
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Other notable men who firmly believed in Astrology were Chaucer,
Dante, Shakespeare, Cromwell, Copernicus, Kepler, Plato, and
Bacon. The great Nostradamus based all his predictions on Astrology.

Astrology is the oldest science in the world. It had its origins in the
worship of the moon. Through the long nights before any history
books were written, generations upon generations of savages sat and
contemplated the wondrous and orderly procession of the seasons
and the shining stars in the heavens. Man soon gave them names,
and the names were those of the animal spirits he worshipped.

In Mesopotamia, archaeologists have unearthed clay tablets
recording astrological events which are over sixty centuries old. Five
thousand years ago the astrologer-priests predicted the flooding of
the rivers by watching the starry heavens. The Assyrian priests dis-
covered the Zodiac and its twelve divisions. They even learned to
calculate the irregular paths of the major planets and predicted
eclipses.

In the early days, Astrology was a bloody, religious faith. It was
reserved for the king and rich, powerful citizens. When a major event
occurred in the heavens, a ritual murder frequently occurred. Such
murders rivaled the blood baths of the Aztecs.

Yet Astrologers of the ancient world were the Wise Men who were
the earliest mathematicians and who arranged the first calendars.
These same Astrologers were the founding fathers of the first univer-
sities, and they built the world’s first skyscrapers in order to observe
the stars in the heavens.

The ancients discovered that each planet controlled the health of
certain parts of the body, and they thought certain food plants grew
best when planted during the full moon. Charlemagne, William the
Conqueror, and the Crusaders required the sanction of the stars. War,
peace, treaties, coronations, marriages, operations — all these re-
quired a special horoscope. The poisoning Borgias cast horoscopes
before giving arsenic to their enemies. Until just before the Spanish
American War, medicine depended on Astrology. Herbs, plants,
and elixirs were all more potent when gathered or manufactured
during the proper phase of the moon.

During the late nineteenth century and the early years of the
twentieth century, prior to World War I, Astrology fell into dis-
repute. The centuries of opposition by religion, philosophy, and
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science drove it underground. Einstein’s works were the vogue!

In World War II the “royal art” played an odd role in the manage-
ment of this great war. Hitler had a battery of Astrologers and
planned his campaigns on the basis of their horoscopes. There was
nothing for Roosevelt and Churchill to do but to employ a special
supersecret Astrologer to tell them what the German Astrologers
were telling Adolph Hitler.

Even so, the cynical scientific opinion was that Astrology was
nothing more than a form of witchcraft or mysticism. At best, it was
accepted only as a pseudo science. Today, however, the climate is
rapidly changing. There is evidence emerging which shows even the
cynics that what goes on in the heavens may have cause-effect
connections with all of us here on earth.

The great Swiss psychiatrist, Carl G. Jung, was intrigued by
Astrology. Astrologers have always known that by comparing the
horoscopes of married couples, or couples about to be married, they
can determine actual or future harmony or disharmony. Jung began
using horoscopes to examine the planetary aspects in the charts of
483 married couples (966 persons). He used a large group of single
couples who hadn’t met as his control group. His remarkable con-
clusion was: “The statistical material shows that a practical as well
as a theoretically improbable chance combination occurred which
coincides in the most remarkable way with traditional Astrological
expectations. That such a coincidence should occur at all is so
improbable and so incredible that nobody could have dared predict
anything like it. It really does look as if the statistical material had
been manipulated and arranged so as to give the appearance of a
positive result.”

Even though the cynical scientists are becoming interested in
Astrology again, they are still reluctant to acknowledge their interest.
A few, though, do speak out. Frank Brown, a biologist at North-
western University, has demonstrated that oysters sense the position
of the moon and regulate their activities by it. Ordinarily oysters open
and close their shells in phase with the ocean tides. Doctor Brown
wanted to see what oysters would do if there were no tides. He hauled
some out of the sea off New Haven, Connecticut, shipped them to
Evanston, Illinois, and put them indoors in a tank of seawater at an
even temperature under a steady, dim light. For two weeks they
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continued to open and close their shells in phase with the tides at
their old ocean home.

Abruptly they changed their rhythm. Their shell-opening cycle
slipped into phase with the tides which would have existed in Chicago
had there been an ocean covering Illinois. His hypothesis was that it
is not the ebb and flow of tidal water, but the position of the moon
itself which governs the oysters’ behavior. The mystery now is, What
is the force from the moon which causes this ?

It is a statistical fact that the birthdays of geniuses, of criminals, of
the mentally deranged, tend to be grouped in seasons; for example
persons born in March tend to outlive those born in the summer
months, and geniuses are born more frequently in the spring. Physio-
logists explain these statistics by talking about seasonal variations in
maternal nutrition during the pregnancy or seasonal changes in the
endocrine activity of the mother, exposing the fetus to differing
hormonal environments.

It is well established that the earth’s atmosphere contains an
electric current composed of ascending negative ions and descending
positive ions. This field varies with the seasons and Zodiac and could
conceivably influence maternal metabolism during gestation.

Business cycles were for many years believed to coincide with
sunspot intensity. One explanation was that sunspots cause magnetic
and ionic storms which alter the ionic equilibrium of the atmosphere.
If the proportion of positive ions increases, it would cause headaches
and malaise, thus depressing morale and causing a slump in business
activity.

A meteorologist of the Radio Corporation of America once
investigated the effect of various planets on electric storms in the
ionosphere and developed formulae which were very similar to those
used by Astrologers in their calculations of the influence of planets on
personalities. Although no scientist has yet determined the physio-
logic or psychologic effects of ionic storms on the individual, the
problem remains open.

German seismologist Rudolf Tomascheck found that strong earth-
quakes usually occur when Uranus is within fifteen degrees of the
meridian. Two of the world’s worst tremors took place when
Uranus was in a very specific aspect in relation to several other planets.
It is highly possible that changes in the interplanetary gravitational
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field might produce a “tide” within the earth’s molten core. This
“tide” would place a heavier stress on a surface fault and thus
earthquakes would occur.

The “Third Eye” or pineal gland, which was Descartes’ site of the
soul, is now considered a ‘‘clock” for the onset of puberty. It is
definitely affected by the planets and the seasons.

Throughout the history of time, man has always wanted to know
and understand the world in which he lives. It has been the custom to
treat many of man’s attempts at knowledge of nature as folly and
superstition, or as pure nonsense. Currently it is the custom when
teaching the history of science to state, “True science started with
Thales.” But man has always asked questions about the universe in
which he lives. It is far too easy, and really immature, for the modern
scientist to dismiss ancient knowledge and science as crude contrived
superstition. It takes knowledge and experience to compare and
judge ideas and beliefs which arise from a different mode of life than
that of the world today.

The world has affected man in many ways, and has always left
strong emotional imprints upon his mind. Fire, flood, crop failure,
disease, defeat, and misfortune directly affected man’s fate and well-
being. Such things as comets, eclipses, and the stars were observed
carefully and studied. These phenomena impressed man, and he
believed they were vital to his life and welfare. Theories and hypoth-
eses were devised for the coordination and interpretation of the
sensory data collected. Early man developed these theories and
hypotheses to the best of his ability and not because of fear or super-
stition. Many such theories failed to survive when time, ideas, values,
tools, and basic assumptions changed with man’s ever upward pro-
gress. New theories were found more acceptable and replaced the old.
The old theories, however, were not acts of childishness or idiocy. In
reality, these old theories were modified, expanded, and changed
gradually over the years to form the new concepts.

The Astrological outlook was a set of hypotheses which filled a
vacancy in the mind of early man. This outlook has outlasted any
purely emotional or prejudiced beliefs. In spite of its repeatedly
being challenged and attacked by materialistic and fatalistic tenets
the Astrological outlook remains important today.

Astrology found its support among the most learned as well as
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among the common people, and this is why it has endured for nearly
six millenia. It was deep within the womb of Astrology that Astron-
omy was nurtured, and there never has been any competition or
conflict between the two. They were very closely connected and
inseparable for many centuries.

From natural Astrology came the calendar and the ability of man
to predict the movements of the sun, moon, and various planets.
Natural Astrology advanced through the ages and in time was able to
predict eclipses of the sun and moon and the appearance of comets.
Judicial or mundane Astrology was studied as a method of predict-
ing and foretelling the future. Not only was it studied to determine
the character and fate of various individual men, but it was also
studied to predict plagues, wars, earthquakes, and other natural and
historical events. It is this branch of ancient Astrology which is the
Astrology of today. It was, and is, thought by many of the cynical
to be a pseudo science, and is jumbled together with palmistry,
numerology, and magic.

Yet, Astrology is defined as the study of the sun, moon,
planets, and stars. It is disappointing that the modern scientist
has not examined this age-old science with the modern methods
and tools of present day technology, to prove, or disprove, the
effect of the heavenly bodies upon the affairs and well-being of
mankind. u

Alchemy has faired better throughout recorded history; it is
readily accepted as the forerunner of modern chemistry. The modern
chemist has even succeeded in the principal purposes of medieval
Alchemy. It is now possible to change base metals into gold and
silver. Pharmacological chemistry is now approaching the other
great goal of Alchemy by seeking substances which will cure the
physical and mental ailments of man. Modern pharmacy has enabled
mankind to live longer and healthier lives. The medieval Alchemist
was unable to do either, but he made the basic chemical discoveries
which led to modern day molecular and atomic chemistry.

Most modern day chemists are willing to credit the medieval
Alchemist with scientific achievement. The alchemical workshops
even resembled the modern chemical experimental laboratory. But
the original four Greek elements of earth, air, fire, and water have
now been expanded into well over a hundred.

24



DRY WET

COLD Earth Water

HOT Fire Air

Empedocles taught that everything was formed of these four
elements mixed in different proportions by attractive and repulsive
tendencies. The four elements were themselves formed by the
attractions or repulsions of two pairs of contrasting qualities or
cosmic forces.

Alchemy contained many highly theoretical components which
were derived from the abstract philosophers, such as Empedocles,
Plato, and Aristotle. Yet, the immediate observed events, the sight of
compound changing color, vapor turning to metal, or water turning
to air — these were undeniable facts. These were also subject to the
Alchemist’s control, for he could repeat them at will.

Neither Astrology nor Alchemy was ever an obstacle to progress.
Progress always requires change — change in ideas and change in
beliefs. Yet, all change is not a forward progress. A change of ideas
or change of beliefs can result in extreme scepticism and regression.

Science should be viewed as an aspect of human behavior and
founded on a cultural matrix. True knowledge comes from deep
human understanding—an understanding which is sympathetic and
not critical. Such should be one’s approach to the study of Astrology
and the Occult. Both have been with us since before the coming of a
written history; they have survived thousands of years and will
continue to survive for many more.

Man is ever seeking ways to control his fate and destiny. Man is
ever asking questions about his Universe. No question should ever
be considered foolish, superstitious, or stupid if it concerns where
and whence man came, where man goest, or why is man.
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BOOK I



The lure of the unknown and the lure of hidden things have long intrigued
the human mind. Along with such skills as throwing rocks and fashion-
ing flintstone spearheads, primitive man developed more subtle crafts,
such as foretelling the weather by the ways the birds flew or the winds
blew. From those beginnings came modern sciences like ballistics and
meteorology,; and the same applies in many other instances.

Two factors were present in most primitive sciences: the Psychic and
the Occult. The practitioner of a craft possessed a special faculty not
given to ordinary mortals, enabling him to gain unique results and issue
reliable forecasts. He backed this up by knowledge of secret subjects
which he was pledged not to reveal. This combination of psychic power
and occult learning has persisted into modern times. Skilled artists
regard their work as “inspired” and rely on ““trade secrets” for results.
So the pattern is similar, even though many things that once created
awe and wonderment are now explained by modern science. The cycle
may now be bringing us to new wonders, perhaps including some
revivals from the past.

The Kabbalah is a metaphysical system by which the elect shall know
God and the Universe. It will raise him above common knowledge and
make him understand the profound meaning and the plan of creation.
These secrets are immanent in Holy Writ, yet not grasped by he who
understands the texts literally. The Old Testament is a book of symbols;
its narrations are the mantle in which are clothed sublime revelations.

These simple accounts are not the whole truth. If this were so, Writ
could not be called the Books of Book; if the wise men of today would
meet and compose collectively a similar book, it would without doubt be
more coherent, less obscure and less shocking.

The Hebrew letters in which the sacred texts are written are not just
signs invented by man for the recording of things, events and thoughts.
Letters and numbers are reservoirs of divine power.
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The Kabbalah

‘When man cannot understand nature, and insofar as he cannot
understand it at any point, he is confronted with an actual vacuum,
and into this he projects himself. What is sought in Alchemy or the
Hermetic Books or the Memphite Theology, or in fads like flying
saucers, is the basic spiritual pattern of the human mind in symbolic
garb, as it presents itself in the individual and behind that, in the
enduring structures of the human organism.

As the speculative constructions of religion fall away as explana-
tions of “reality”, they assume the character of symbolic masks of the
states of the Soul. If they persist in the practices of a cult, we say they
have been etherealized. It is precisely their irrationality which keeps
this dogma and ritual alive. If they can be reduced to “commonsense”
explanations or denials they soon die away. Only the mysteries sur-
vive, because they correspond to the processes of man’s internal life—
outward visible signs of inner spiritual realities.

Kabbalism dates back into the most obscure past of Judaism. What
are the distinguishing ideas of Kabbalism ? It is first of all a theory of
emanations (degenerative monism, philosophically). The inscrutable
Godhead fills and contains the Universe. To become active and
creative, God emanated ten sephiroth or intelligences. A special
prominence is given to one of these emanations, which functions as a
female principal in the Deity. This is the final emanation, Malkuth
the Queen, the physical manifestation of Deity in the Universe.
She is thought of as a divine woman—the Bride of God.
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Finally, the “innermost secrets’” of the Kabbalah are what are
Occult in all occultism, erotic mysticism, and a group of practices of
the sort we call yoga. For the Kabbalist the ultimate sacrament is the
sexual act, carefully organized and sustained as the most perfect
mystical trance. Over the marriage bed hovers the Shekinah. Kab-
balism also includes a group of divinatory and magical practices,
manipulations of the alphabet, magic spells, and rites. All of these
elements go back to very early days. It is these beginnings which
shed most light on scholarly Kabbalism and go far to illuminate
the real, the abiding, spiritual meaning. By and large the special
details of Kabbalism are what is Occult in occultism everywhere;
most of the world’s religions can be reinterpreted in these terms,
which give Kabbalism its fascination and its substance.

Kabbalism is probably the only religious movement of the Gnostic
type to come full circle—to create mysteries and explain them, to hide
secrets and discover them, and come at last back to the greater
mystery from which it started, with deeper insights and wider know-
ledge. Insight and knowledge of what? In the last analysis, of the
human soul, of man within himself, united with another in marriage,
united with his fellows in love.

In modern times there have been all sorts of rationalizing, philoso-
phizing, psychologizing movements which have in fact accomplished
similar ends. These are either eccentric individuals or modern sophi-
sticated cults. No matter who wrote or gathered and edited the tract
of the Zohar, it shows all the signs of being perfectly natural.

The Kabbalah, playing as it does such an important part in the
unveiling of the Scriptures, must be understood by those who wish to
enter into the details and comprehend fully the methods used by
Kabbalists. Hence, the first and most important question to be
answered is, what is the Kabbalah?

It is easy to give an explanation of the meaning of the word itself,
for its root is Kbl, which means “to receive;” hence, the Kabbalah is
the ““received” doctrine. It is the esoteric side of the scriptures of the
doctrine of the eye—the inner Truth as opposed to the outer form.

There is, however, no Book of the Kabbalah, no manuscript called
“The Kabbalah”; but many manuscripts and books were written
based upon the Kabbalistic knowledge, and these different works are
known collectively as the Kabbalah. They are, however, merely
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opinions and statements embodying the ideas of the Hidden Wisdom.
These have been taught to companies of students by the teachers
of the Secret Doctrine even though they were seldom written
down.

We have to remember, however, when entering upon a study of the
Kabbalah, that it is to be viewed in three ways: historically, as
regards the documents, etc.; in reference to the Kabbalistic methods
of teaching and unveiling the mysteries hidden in the Scriptures; and
finally, as the Kabbalah, the Wisdom itself, or Spirit, Soul, and Body.
Everything in the whole Universe must of necessity be threefold, as
will be proved later. The Kabbalah is no exception.

It is well to remember these distinctions and to realize the differ-
ence between the Kabbalistic wisdom, the means of production, and
the product or appearance. The Kabbalah, then, viewed from this
point of view, is not a book as so often thought, just as the Occult
teaching, the Secret Doctrine, is not a book, even though The Secret
Doctrine happens to be the name of a book containing many of its
teachings.

What, then, is the Kabbalah, and whence does it originate? These
questions have puzzled the minds of many scholars in the past and
still continue to puzzle many in the present, especially those who
endeavor to fix and tabulate the Ancient Wisdom. They are those
who do not look beyond the surface.

Hitherto nothing definite has been settled as to the origin of the
Kabbalah. As regards the documentary evidence, there are few
historical facts of an exact kind upon which the intellectual writers
could fall back; hence, many have been driven into the realm of
surmise and opinion,

One declares, repeating the information given in a very old manu-
script, that this wisdom was given by God himself to a company of
angels. Esoterically speaking, he may be correct, if he thinks of an
Avatar in the place of a personal God, and of Masters instead of
Angels. Another declares the Kabbalah, or rather that part of it
comprised under the title Zohar, is the work of Simeon ben Yochai,
who lived at the time of the destruction of the second Hebrew
Temple. Others declare it is a modern invention and the work of
Moses de Leon.

All seem to forget that the Kabbalah itself, being the expression of
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Cosmic Truth, can have had no actual beginning, but must be as
eternal as Truth itself!

It is reasonable to suppose, and many other Occultists who have
an excellent knowledge of the past declare, that there were always
some great ones upon earth with a knowledge of the Secret Wisdom
or Kabbalah. There were, indeed, always men who knew of these
doctrines, and they were continually giving them out to the world in
different lands at different epochs as required—sometimes in one
form and at other times in another, but ever it was the same Truth.
Veiled in the teachings of the Kabbalah or the vehicle for the Divine
Wisdom, it is eternal, for it is the means of manifesting the
knowledge stored up in the memory of Nature.

This Aether of space is a veritable picture gallery, or rather a kine-
matograph which, when wound up by the initiated seer, shows pic-
ture after picture of the Past. These pictures are the true memory of
Nature impressed upon Aether of Akasha, just as human memory of
the past is impressed upon the matter of man’s brain. If the one
statement is found to be reasonable then the other is not a whit less so.

In this sense, the Kabbalah had no beginning except as the world
itself had a beginning, and man himself had a beginning, for the
Divine Wisdom is Eternal in the Heavens.

But there must have been a time when the wisdom was first promul-
gated, when these Kabbalistic doctrines were first given out to
students. True, but then we have to consider our knowledge of
history does not take us far enough back into the time stream.
Wherever we look, apart from the ordinary historical records, we
find this inner teaching has existed.

We see it hidden in the ancient writings of South America, in the
temples and on the stones and monuments of Egypt, in sacred
writings the world over, in Sanskrit, in Greek, in Latin, and in Chinese.
It is found in any sacred writing which is truly sacred, one which is
capable of teaching Truth to man.

In the Vedas it looms large; it is to be found upon the papyri of the
Priests of Egypt, on the stones of Assyria and Babylon, in the writings
of the ancient Persians and Sassanians, and in all countries and in all
climes. In Peruand in other parts of America, in China, in Japan, and
throughout Asia, Africa, Europe, and Australia, everywhere traces of
this great ancient wisdom are found.
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It is, however, sufficient to know that the Kabbalistic works date
back considerably. The date can be placed to the doctrines of the
ancient Egyptians, and it may be said that in the opinion of many
students, the Kabbalistic teachings were undoubtedly of Egyptian
and Chaldaic origin as far as the Jews were concerned.

The Book of Zohar is said to have originated with Rabbi Simeon
ben Yochai. The Book of Zohar is said by its compiler to have been
discovered in a cavern where it had lain for many years; it is not an
unlikely tale. It is quite reasonable to suppose Moses de Leon did find
some old manuscripts written by the disciples of Rabbi Simeon in the
second century. He could have edited them, rearranged their teach-
ings, and added some of his own wisdom—of which he had an
abundance. However, this does not dispose of the fact that the
Kabbalah itself is of infinitely greater antiquity even if a few of its
doctrines may have been written down in the second century, Hence,
the student is reminded that the study of Kabbalah is not exclusively a
Jewish work, but the work of ancient students of the Occult, whose
ideas are beyond the reach of sectarian differences.

The history of books is not important after all; it is ““The Thing-in-
Itself” which matters to the truth seeker. Let us, then, leave these
dates and data, for the history of the Kabbalah has not yet been, nor
ever will be, written by any scholar whose knowledge is in his head
only.

The ancient races preserved the remembrance of a primitive book,
written in hieroglyphs by Sages of the earliest epoch of our world. It
was simplified and vulgarized in later days, and its symbols furnished
letters to the art of writing, characters to the Word, and the signs to
all true philosophy.

This book was attributed by the Hebrews to Enoch, seventh master
of the world after Adam; by the Egyptians to Hermes; and by the
Greeks to Cadmus, the mysterious builder of the Holy City..This
book was the symbolical summary of all primitive tradition, called
subsequently Kabbalah, meaning “reception”.

The tradition in question rests on the one dogma of Magic: “The
visible is for us the proportional measure of the invisible.” Now the
ancients, observing that equilibrium is the universal law in physics
and follows the apparent opposition of two forces, argued from
physical to metaphysical equilibrium. They maintained that in the
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First Living and Active Cause there must be recognized two proper-
ties which are necessary one to another. These were stability and
motion, necessity and liberty, rational order and volitional autonomy,
justice and love, whence also severity and mercy. And these two
attributes were personified, so to speak, by the Kabbalistic Jews.

According to the Kabbalah, this is the groundwork of all religions
and all sciences—triple triangle and a circle. The notion of this triad
was explained by the balance multiplied by itself in the domains of the
ideal. From it came the realization of this conception in symbolic
forms. The ancients attached the first notion of this simple and
impressive theology to the idea of numbers and qualified the figure of
the first decade in the following manner:

1. The Crown, the equilibrating power (Kether).

2. Wisdom, equilibrated in its unchangeable order by the initiative of
intelligence (Chokmah).

3. Active Intelligence, equilibrated by Wisdom (Binah).

4. Mercy, which is Wisdom in its secondary conception, ever bene-
volent because it is strong (Chesed).

5. Severity, necessitated by Wisdom itself, and by good will. To per-
mit evil is to hinder good (Geburah).

6. Beauty, the luminous conception of equilibrium in forms, inter-
mediary between the Crown and the Kingdom, the mediating
principle between Creator and Creation, or a sublime conception of
poetry and its sovereign priesthood (Tifereth).

7. Victory, the eternal triumph of intelligence and justice (Nesah).

8. Eternity, the conquests achieved by mind over matter, active over
passive, life over death (Hod).

9. Foundation, the basis of all belief and all truth, the Absolute in
philosophy (Yesod).

10. The Kingdom, the Universe, the entire Creation, the work and
mirror of God, the proof of all supreme reason, the formal con-
sequence which compels us to have recourse to virtual premises, the
enigma which has God for its answer. Supreme and Absolute
Reason (Malkuth).

Here is the religious and Kabbalistic key of the Tarot, formulated
in technical verses after the mode of the ancient and wise lawgivers.
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20.
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22,
23.
24,

A Conscious, Active Cause in all we see,
And number proves the living unity.

. No bound hath He who doth the whole contain
. But, all preceding, fills life’s vast domain.
. Sole worthy worship, He, the only Lord,

Doth His true doctrine to clean hearts accord.

. But since faith’s works a single pontiff need,
. One law have we, and at one altar plead;

. Eternal God for aye their base upholds.

. Heaven and man’s day alike His rule enfolds.
. In mercy rich, in retribution strong,

. His people’s King He will upraise ere long.

The tomb gives entrance to the promised land, Death only ends;
life’s vistas still expand.

Good angels all things temper and assuage,

While evil spirits burst with wrath and rage.

God doth the lightning rule, the flame subdue.

His word controls both Vesper and her drew.

He makes the moon our watchman through the night,
When dust to dust returns, His breath can call,

Life from the tomb which is the fate of all.

His crown illuminates the mercy seat,

And glorifies the cherubs at His feet.

These doctrines sacred, pure and steadfast shine;

And thus we close our number’s scale divine.

Four suits present the Name of every name.
THE FOUR ACES
Four brilliant beams adorn His crown of flame.
THE FOUR TWOS
Four rivers ever from His wisdom flow.
THE FOUR THREES
Four proofs of His intelligence we know.
THE FOUR FOURS
Four benefactions from His mercy coine.

THE FOUR FIVES
Four times four sins avenged His justice sum.

THE FOUR SIXES
Four rays unclouded make His beauty known.
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