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DEDICATION

I dedicate this book to those Ancient Wise Men whose diligent
application to the Science of the Heavens made this work possible.

All modern research is based upon their findings. Much of my
present work has been taken from old out-of-print manuscripts,
whose authors have long since passed on. Their written words will
herein be preserved for posterity.
Permit me to say, no grander or more soul-enobling theme has

ever been presented to the hiunan intellect than the philosophy and
language of the Heavens. It opens to our inspection an endless
volume of sublime grandeur, ̂ ^oever watches fair Venus in her
march, with nothing save the philosophy of distance, time, and
motion to observe, will find a deep satisfaction - beyond the mundane
considerations of the materialistic life.

Unto him who reads the language of the Heavens, and catches the
inspiration of her loftier melodies, there is a positive charm and
enchantment, which makes every Star a divinity and lights all space
with prophetic wisdom.

It is the Wise Man who rules his Stars, and the fool who blindly
obeys them.
The Heavenly bodies predispose and influence, but they do not

compel.

Man's wisdom is in no way subjugated, and is no one's slave; it has not
renounced or surrendered its freedom.



Therefore the stars must obey man and be subject to him, and not he to
the stars.

Even if he is a child of Saturn and if Saturn has overshadowed his birth,
he can master Saturn and become a child of the sun.

Paracelsus

Astronomia Magna 1537

There's not a pulse beat in the human frame which
Is not governed by the Heavens above us.

The blood, in all its ebb and flow,
Is swayed by them as certainly as
Are the restless tides of the salt sea

By the respendent Moon; and at thy birth.
Thy Mother's eyes gazed not more stead-fastly on thee
Than did the Stars that rule thy destiny.
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PREFACE

Most people spend 90 per cent of their time doing what other people
want them to do instead of what they want to do themselves. Most
people, perhaps you, are haunted by self-destructive feelings they
don't understand. These are feelings which may frighten and depress
you, for example: the constant fear that other people are somehow
better; the fear that you are now, and will always remain, a second-
class citizen in life; or the crushing realization that you always
feel poor no matter how much money you earn, and always feel
inadequate no matter how great your accomplishments.

Because of two crippling pressures—the constant attempts of other
people to exploit you and your own self-destructive feelings of in
feriority—you spend your life in an emotional prison instead of a
palace. You allow yourself to be surrounded by enemies instead of
friends. You accomplish only a fraction of what you are really able
to accomplish. You find yourself constantly driven away from the
real enjoyments, the real achievements, the real meaning, of your
life.

Learn to control your destiny. Study the Ancient sciences, for this
knowledge wiU guide you through the present age of anxiety and
depression.
The very first step for the reader into the hidden pathway of

nature's mysteries is the face-to-face confrontation with a starting
fact—the fact that all his preconceptions, all his education, all his
accumulated materialistic wisdom, are unable to account for the



simple phenomena which transpire and transcend the action and
interaction of life forces on the planet on which he lives.
As a chemist, he may pursue the discrete discontinuities of force

until they are lost within the realms of the imponderable. "The great
unknown", or "the aching void", as it is christened amid the groans
of scientific travail, swallows him. But he can get no further.
As a physicist, he may decompose light and sound into what he

thinks are their component parts and, with scientific accuracy,
dissect before your very eyes these truths as a surgeon would his
anatomical subject. No sooner is that point reached than the shy
molecules and timid vibrations become alarmed at man's daring
presumption, and fly into the realm of the infinite and occult
unknown. There in the aching void they sport in delight, safe from
man's vulgar intrusion.
The realm of the unknown imponderables is the Universal, an

infinite ocean of something, yet nothing, which Science created in her
frantic endeavor to account for the material phenomena of the real
world. For a time, she was infinitely pleased with her own peculiar
offspring, which has now become a restless phantom, a grim, unlovely
spectre, which haunts the laboratories of its parent night and day,
until at last Science has become frightened at her own child. Now
Science tries in vain to slay that ghost of her own creation, but she
dares not enter the void she has called into existence, and there
pursue and recapture the truant atoms and timid vibrations of this
sublunary sphere we call Earth. But much is missing!

Therefore, at the very outset of man's pilgrimage through these
vast and "scientifically unknown" regions, the reader had best
unload all the heavy and useless baggage of educated opinion and
scientific dogmas which he may carry. If he does not, he will find
himself top-heavy, and will either capsize or be buried amid the
debris of conflicting opinion.
The only equipment which man has found useful, and which will

repay the cost of transportation, is an unbiased, open mind, logical
reasoning, genuine common sense, and a calm, reflective brain. Any
thing else on the voyage into the unknown upon which we are now
about to embark is simply useless, costly deadweight, hence, so far as
modern science is concerned, the less the reader has, the better. If he
can use his scientific acquirements merely as aids and crutches in



climbicg the spiritual steps of Occultism and if he will find Science
an auxiliary force, the Science is no longer a sacred cow, but a
functional tool.

But this is an exceedingly rare gift, and one seldom found. It also
has a delusive snare, because nine out of every ten people cheat
themselves into the belief that they possess such an ability; whereas,
in reality they are woefully deficient. It is always a safe course to
mistrust the absolute in all opinions and reasoning.

Before starting out on such a mighty and important undertaking,
we must draw serious attention to the major obstacle of the voyage—
the one which will be the most difficult to surmount. This hidden

rock, upon which so many profound students of the Occult become
shipwrecked, is the failure to realize the duality of Truth. The Truth
of appearances. The Truth of realities. The former is relative; the
latter is absolute 1

If we possess half of anything, we know by the laws of common sense
and logical reasoning that there must be another half somewhere.
No subtle twist of metaphysical sophistry can cheat us into the belief
that we possess the whole. We know and see that we have just exactly
half, and no more.
Furthermore, when we look at any known thing, we know that for

it to possess the attributes of a thing it must possess three dimensions
—length, breadth, and thickness. This being so, we also know it has,
broadly speaking, two sides—an outside and an inside. The outside
is not the same as the inside, any more than the boiler is the steam
which drives the engine.
This logical process of reasoning is the only chart which has so far

been prepared for the Occult explorer. It is vague and probably
unsatisfactory; yet, when it is used in conjunction with man's con
scious intuition (the only true compass to guide man in his winding,
uneven pathway upon the shores of the Infinite), one never need fear
being lost or failing in his endeavors to know the Truth.
In order to carry the same line of reasoning a little further, let us

take a type of architecture, the Gothic, for example and examine a
well-known specimen of this structural conception.The mind will
say, "What a beautiful building; how imposii^g and grand; what a
triumph of man's mechanical skill!"
So it appears, and upon the plane of visual appearance, so it



really is. Consequently, it is a truth for the time. But when examined
in the light of Occult Science, we find this visual truth is only relative.
It is only a truth on the external, transitory plane of material pheno
mena. We see, that in addition to being the result of man's trained
mechanical ability it is the external form of his mental ideal. It is the
phenomenal outcome of man's creative attributes.
When we look at this solid building from the earth's plane, we only

see the outside of an object having length, breadth, and thickness. We
know there must be an inside, but we must enter the interior plane
before we can see it. Therein we shall find the building as it exists
within the subjective world of its architect. The solid stone edifice will
crumble to decay and fall; in the end not one material particle will
remain to indicate the place whereon it stood. Hence, the building
was not real; it was only a passing appearance assumed by matter
under the moulding forces of man's mechanical ability. When the
forces which gave it shape and form became polarized by the restless
oceans of planetary magnetism, it dissolved and finally vanished "like
the baseless fabric of a dream."

Even though the external structure of stone and mortar was lost
within the realms of "the great unknown", the idea which created it
was eternal. It was a spiritual reality. Therefore, the idea was the
absolute truth, reality, yet the actual nonreality of stone appeared to
be the real.

It is these delusive appearances which created the confusion regard
ing the exact meaning of the terms "Spirit" and "Matter." Science
refers all she cannot grapple with to some undiscovered forces of
Matter, whereas Theology refers them to the Spirit. Both are right,
and both are wrong!
As we explore the territory belonging to both Spirit and Matter

during the progress of our journey, we will state that Spirit and
Matter as we know them, are but the duality of expression of the
one great Deific principle. The duality is due to a diiference in
polarity. Spirit and Matter are a unity under two modes of action.
This duality can be comprehended in its true relationship when
viewed from both planes and realized by the true science of cor
respondence. Science is but a material system of symbolism from
which we regulate our conceptions of all things.
Plato said that ideas rule the world. And Plato was right; for,



before the divine ideal was evolved from within the divine sensorium,
the Universe was not. The result of the divine ideal was the creation of

a pure symbolic form.
Just as symbols are the product of ideas, so in their turn, ideas are

the symbols of thought. Thought itself is but the symbolic response of
the Self to the pulsating throb of the radiant Soul. Beyond this we
cannot penetrate, even in our most exalted conceptions. Thus, all
serious study and meditation as to the nature and existence of God
is unprofitable, and cannot bring the reader any substantial return
either in this world or the next. The infinite can never be com

prehended by the finite. We must rest satisfied with the certain
knowledge that we can, by one grand chain of sequences, trace the
transmission of thoughts, ideas, and symbolic forms to their divine

The angelic world is but a prototype or symbolic expression of the
divine sphere of the Infinite. The celestial world is but a reflection of
the angelic. The spiritual world is the prototype and the symbolic
outcome of the celestial heavens. The Astral is the reflection of the

spiritual sphere. And lastly, the material is but the concrete shadow
of the Astral Kingdoms.
Now the reader can perceive how we, in our present state, are a long

way down on the scale of creative life. But if we exist, we know by the
laws of our being that we can and shall find our way back through
this valley of the shadow. We can leave this plane of inverted images
and delusive appearances for the bright realms of our former state.
There in those spheres of pure angelic life we can exist with the
everliving reality of all the infinitude of apparent realities.



CONTENTS
THE OLDEST SCIENCE IN THE WORLD

page 17

BOOKl
Ancic&t and

Forbidden Knowledge
1 THE KABBAIAH page 29

2 THE REALM OF SPIRIT page 48

3 THE ORIGIN OF PHYSICAL LIFE page 55

4 THE MYSTERIES OF SEX page 79

5 THE SOUL page 91

6 MORTALITY AND IMMORTALITY page 106

7 THE DARK SATELLITE page 115

8 THE ASTRAL WORLD page 128

9 MIND POWER page 155

ID MEDIUMSfflP

nS NATURE AND MYSTERIES page 168



BOOK 11

The Art
of Prophecy

1 THE GREAT PROPHETS page 187

2 PSYCHIC POWER DEVELOPAIENT page 204

3 THE STARS AND SCIENCE page 220

4 ASTROLOGY LESSONS FOR BEGINNERS page 250

5 YOUR STARS AND THEIR INFLUENCES page 274

6 THE SCIENCE OF NUMEROLOGY page 307

7 THE TAROT page 330

8 USING THE MAGIC MIRROR page 341

9 THE OTHER PSYCHIC SCIENCES page 360

10 METHODS OF WINNING page 400

CONCLUSIONS page 425

APPENDIX page 429



The
Encyclopaedia

of
Ancient &
Forbidden
Knowledge



The Oldest Science
in the World

Before we can discuss what is the oldest science in the world, we must

arrive at some conclusion as to the definition of science. What exactly
is science? Buckets and buckets of ink have been used in defining the
word, but they all boil down to the statement: Science is knowledge
arrived at by the scientific method. Even more buckets of ink have
been used in trying to define scientific method. The essential of the
method may easily be described. They are a series of steps, the first
of which is direct observation.

Of course, what the scientist observes is often the result of deliber
ately contrived experimentation. Contrived in some cases, as it were,
to reveal what the scientist wants to see. After such a scientist has

made a whole string of direct observations, he goes into a huddle
with himself, pulls his beard, scratches his head, or perhaps contem
plates his navel. From all this he forms an hypothesis or an explana
tion of some kind for the things he designed the observations and
experiments to reveal. This hypothesis is a guess—an educated guess,
perhaps, but still a guess.
The next step is a simple one. The scientist says to himself, "I know

my idea is right, and if I do some more experiments I will be able to
prove it." The final step, then, for this scientist, is to do the new
experiment. If the experiment proves his guess, everything is fine. But
if it doesn't—which is often the case—he uses Finagle's Laws and
introduces a constant into the mathematics or a fudge factor into the
experiment. Frequently, merely fudging a little doesn't really prove



the original hypothesis, so he takes one other step and draws on the
truly mystical realm of mathematics—the art ofjuggling figures. Now
the hypothesis is substantiated, and it can be called a theory. The
theory is nothing, then, but a well-tested guess.
Yet such scientists have overwhelming confidence in their own

ability, and thus make no attempts to teach the limitations of
science. In fact, they rarely recognize the limitations. But there are
limits to science.

Let us consider the question: Can science disprove ghosts? Many
students of modern science would agree that science has found no
evidence, nor reason to suspect evidence, of spirits. Such things
are only superstitions. But ghosts and spirits can appear when the
psychological conditions are exactly right. Perhaps one of the very
necessary conditions for the appearance of any ghost is the absence of
a modern scientist. What then? Science would and could investigate
ghost after ghost but no evidence of ghosts would be found. And
ghosts would continue to appear when the cynical scientists weren't
looking.

This is a very simple case, yet it illustrates the true impossibility of
disproving things by the scientific method. Perhaps this is the case in
the current investigation into flying saucers. The Air Force and the
scientists seem much more interested in disproving their existence
than they are in proving it.
Not many years ago any claim about unknown forces from outside

our world afTecting the lives and behavior of human beings would
have thrown scientists into an uproar. To accept such a concept
would have been to acknowledge a belief in Astrology. To the cynical
scientist, believing in Astrology is like believing in ghosts or witch
craft.

Paradoxically, scientists consider Sir Isaac Newton one of the
greatest of all scientists. They conveniently forget that Newton chose
Astrology as his life's work! It was with great reluctance that he
took up the study of astronomy. He accused his colleagues of thinking
too materialistically. He also accused them of neglecting the real
cause of events. When fellow members of the Royal Society—true-
blue scientists—asked Newton why he believed in Astrology, he
replied, "I do not believe in a universe of accidents and, after all, I
have studied the subject and you haven't."
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Other notable men who firmly believed in Astrology were Chaucer,
Dante, Shakespeare, Cromwell, Copernicus, Kepler, Plato, and
Bacon. The great Nostradamus based all his predictions on Astrology.

Astrology is the oldest science in the world. It had its origins in the
worship of the moon. Through the long nights before any history
books were written, generations upon generations of savages sat and
contemplated the wondrous and orderly procession of the seasons
and the shining stars in the heavens. Man soon gave them names,
and the names were those of the animal spirits he worshipped.
In Mesopotamia, archaeologists have imearthed clay tablets

recording astrological events which are over sixty centuries old. Five
thousand years ago the astrologer-priests predicted the flooding of
the rivers by watching the starry heavens. The Assyrian priests dis
covered the Zodiac and its twelve divisions. They even learned to
calculate the irregular paths of the major planets and predicted
eclipses.
In the early days, Astrology was a bloody, religious faith. It was

reserved for the king and rich, powerful citizens. When a major event
occurred in the heavens, a ritual murder frequently occurred. Such
murders rivaled the blood baths of the Aztecs.

Yet Astrologers of the ancient world were the Wise Men who were
the earliest mathematicians and who arranged the first calendars.
These same Astrologers were the founding fathers of the first univer
sities, and they built the world's first skyscrapers in order to observe
the stars in the heavens.

The ancients discovered that each planet controlled the health of
certain parts of the body, and they thought certain food plants grew
best when planted during the full moon. Charlemagne, William the
Conqueror, and the Crusaders required the sanction of the stars. War,
peace, treaties, coronations, marriages, operations - all these re
quired a special horoscope. The poisoning Borgias cast horoscopes
before giving arsenic to their enemies. Until just before the Spanish
American War, medicine depended on Astrology. Herbs, plants,
and elixirs were all more potent when gathered or manufactured
during the proper phase of the moon.
During the late nineteenth century and the early years of the

twentieth century, prior to World War I, Astrology fell into dis
repute. The centuries of opposition by religion, philosophy, and



science drove it underground. Einstein's works were the vogue!
In World War II the "royal art" played an odd role in the manage

ment of this great war. Hitler had a battery of Astrologers and
planned his campaigns on the basis of their horoscopes. There was
nothing for Roosevelt and Churchill to do but to employ a special
supersecret Astrologer to tell them what the German Astrologers
were telling Adolph Hitler.
Even so, the cynical scientific opinion was that Astrology was

nothing more than a form of witchcraft or mysticism. At best, it was
accepted only as a pseudo science. Today, however, the climate is
rapidly changing. There is evidence emerging which shows even the
cynics that what goes on in the heavens may have cause-effect
connections with all of us here on earth.

The great Swiss psychiatrist, Carl G. Jung, was intrigued by
Astrology. Astrologers have always known that by comparing the
horoscopes of married couples, or couples about to be married, they
can determine actual or future harmony or disharmony. Jung began
using horoscopes to examine the planetary aspects in the charts of
483 married couples (966 persons). He used a large group of single
couples who hadn't met as his control group. His remarkable con
clusion was: "The statistical material shows that a practical as well
as a theoretically improbable chance combination occurred which
coincides in the most remarkable way with traditional Astrological
expectations. That such a coincidence should occur at all is so
improbable and so incredible that nobody could have dared predict
anything like it. It really does look as if the statistical material had
been manipulated and arranged so as to give the appearance of a
positive result."
Even though the cynical scientists are becoming interested in

Astrology again, they are still reluctant to acknowledge their interest.
A few, though, do speak out. Frank Brown, a biologist at North
western University, has demonstrated that oysters sense the position
of the moon and regulate their activities by it. Ordinarily oysters open
and close their shells in phase with the ocean tides. Doctor Brown
wanted to see what oysters would do if there were no tides. He hauled
some out of the sea off New Haven, Connecticut, shipped them to
Evanston, Illinois, and put them indoors in a tank of seawater at an
even temperature under a steady, dim light. For two weeks they



continued to open and close their shells in phase with the tides at
their old ocean home.

Abruptly they changed their rhythm. Their shell-opening cycle
slipped into phase with the tides which would have existed in Chicago
had there been an ocean covering Illinois. His hypothesis was that it
is not the ebb and flow of tidal water, but the position of the moon
itself which governs the oysters' behavior. The mystery now is, What
is the force from the moon which causes this ?

It is a statistical fact that the birthdays of geniuses, of criminals, of
the mentally deranged, tend to be grouped in seasons; for example
persons born in March tend to outlive those born in the summer
months, and geniuses are born more frequently in the spring. Physio
logists explain these statistics by talking about seasonal variations in
maternal nutrition during the pregnancy or seasonal changes in the
endocrine activity of the mother, exposing the fetus to differing
hormonal environments.

It is well established that the earth's atmosphere contains an
electric current composed of ascending negative ions and descending
positive ions. This field varies with the seasons and Zodiac and could
conceivably influence maternal metabolism during gestation.

Business cycles were for many years believed to coincide with
sunspot intensity. One explanation was that sunspots cause magnetic
and ionic storms which alter the ionic equilibrium of the atmosphere.
If the proportion of positive ions increases, it would cause headaches
and malaise, thus depressing morale and causing a slump in business
activity.

A meteorologist of the Radio Corporation of America once
investigated the effect of various planets on electric storms in the
ionosphere and developed formulae which were very similar to those
used by Astrologers in their calculations of the influence of planets on
personalities. Although no scientist has yet determined the physio
logic or psychologic effects of ionic storms on the individual, the
problem remains open.
German seismologist Rudolf Tomascheck found that strong earth

quakes usually occur when Uranus is within fifteen degrees of the
meridian. Two of the world's worst tremors took place when
Uranus was in a very specific aspect in relation to several other planets.
It is highly possible that changes in the interplanetary gravitational



field might produce a "tide" within the earth's molten core. This
"tide" would place a heavier stress on a surface fault and thus
earthquakes would occur.
The "Third Eye" or pineal gland, which was Descartes' site of the

soul, is now considered a "clock" for the onset of puberty. It is
definitely affected by the planets and the seasons.
Throughout the history of time, man has always wanted to know

and understand the world in which he lives. It has been the custom to

treat many of man's attempts at knowledge of nature as folly and
superstition, or as pure nonsense. Currently it is the custom when
teaching the history of science to state, "True science started with
Thales." But man has always asked questions about the universe in
which he lives. It is far too easy, and really immature, for the modern
scientist to dismiss ancient knowledge and science as crude contrived
superstition. It takes knowledge and experience to compare and
judge ideas and beliefs which arise from a different mode of life than
that of the world today.
The world has affected man in many ways, and has always left

strong emotional imprints upon his mind. Fire, flood, crop failure,
disease, defeat, and misfortune directly affected man's fate and well-
being. Such things as comets, eclipses, and the stars were observed
carefully and studied. These phenomena impressed man, and he
believed they were vital to his life and welfare. Theories and hypoth
eses were devised for the coordination and interpretation of the
sensory data collected. Early man developed these theories and
hypotheses to the best of his ability and not because of fear or super
stition. Many such theories failed to survive when time, ideas, values,
tools, and basic assumptions changed with man's ever upward pro
gress. New theories were found more acceptable and replaced the old.
The old theories, however, were not acts of childishness or idiocy. In
reality, these old theories were modified, expanded, and changed
gradually over the years to form the new concepts.
The Astrological outlook was a set of hypotheses which filled a

vacancy in the mind of early man. This outlook has outlasted any
purely emotional or prejudiced beliefs. In spite of its repeatedly
being challenged and attacked by materialistic and fatalistic tenets
the Astrological outlook remains important today.

Astrology found its support among the most learned as well as



among the common people, and this is why it has endured for nearly
six millenia. It was deep within the womb of Astrology that Astron
omy was nurtured, and there never has been any competition or
conflict between the two. They were very closely connected and
inseparable for many centuries.
From natural Astrology came the calendar and the ability of man

to predict the movements of the sun, moon, and various planets.
Natural Astrology advanced through the ages and in time was able to
predict eclipses of the sun and moon and the appearance of comets.
Judicial or mundane Astrology was studied as a method of predict
ing and foretelling the future. Not only was it studied to determine
the character and fate of various individual men, but it was also
studied to predict plagues, wars, earthquakes, and other natural and
historical events. It is this branch of ancient Astrology which is the
Astrology of today. It was, and is, thought by many of the cynical
to be a pseudo science, and is jumbled together with palmistry,
numerology, and magic.
Yet, Astrology is defined as the study of the sun, moon,

planets, and stars. It is disappointing that the modern scientist
has not examined this age-old Science with the modern methods
and tools of present day technology, to prove, or disprove, the
effect of the heavenly bodies upon the ^airs and well-being of
mankind. y

Alchemy has faired better throughout recorded history; it is
readily accepted as the forerunner of modern chemistry. The modern
chemist has even succeeded in the principal purposes of medieval
Alchemy. It is now possible to change base metals into gold and
silver. Pharmacological chemistry is now approaching the other
great goal of Alchemy by seeking substances which will cure the
physical and mental ailments of man. Modern pharmacy has enabled
mankind to live longer and healthier lives. The medieval Alchemist
was unable to do either, but he made the basic chemical discoveries
which led to modern day molecular and atomic chemistry.
Most modern day chemists are willing to credit the medieval

Alchemist with scientific achievement. The alchemical workshops
even resembled the modem chemical experimental laboratory. But
the original four Greek elements of earth, air, fire, and water have
now been expanded into well over a hundred.



COLD Water

Empedocles taught that everything was formed of these four
elements mixed in different proportions by attractive and repulsive
tendencies. The four elements were themselves formed by the
attractions or repulsions of two pairs of contrasting qualities or
cosmic forces.

Alchemy contained many highly theoretical components which
were derived from the abstract philosophers, such as Empedocles,
Plato, and Aristotle. Yet, the immediate observed events, the sight of
compound changing color, vapor turning to metal, or water turning
to air - these were undeniable facts. These were also subject to the
Alchemist's control, for he could repeat them at will.

Neither Astrology nor Alchemy was ever an obstacle to progress.
Progress always requires change - change in ideas and change in
beliefs. Yet, ail change is not a forward progress. A change of ideas
or change of beliefs can result in extreme scepticism and regression.

Science should be viewed as an aspect of human behavior and
founded on a cultural matrix. True knowledge comes from deep
human understanding—an understanding which is sympathetic and
not.critical. Such should be one's approach to the study of Astrology
and the Occult. Both have been with us since before the coming of a
written history; they have survived thousands of years and will
continue to survive for many more.

Man is ever seeking ways to control his fate and destiny. Man is
ever asking questions about his Universe. No question should ever
be considered foolish, superstitious, or stupid if it concerns where
and whence man came, where man goest, or why is man.



BOOK I



The lure ofthe unknown and the lure of hidden things have long intrigued
the human mind. Along with such skills as throwing rocks and fashion
ing flintstone spearheads, primitive man developed more subtle crafts,
such as foretelling the weather by the ways the birds flew or the winds
blew. From those beginnings came modern sciences like ballistics and
meteorology; and the same applies in many other instances.
Two factors were present in most primitive sciences: the Psychic and

the Occult. The practitioner of a craft possessed a special faculty not
given to ordinary mortals, enabling him to gain unique results and issue
reliable forecasts. He backed this up by knowledge of secret subjects
which he was pledged not to reveal. This combination of psychic power
and occult learning has persisted into modern times. Skilled artists
regard their work as "inspired" and rely on "trade secrets" for results.
So the pattern is similar, even though many things that once created
awe and wonderment are now explained by modern science. The cycle
may now be bringing us to new wonders, perhaps including some
revivals from the past.
The Kabbalah is a metaphysical system by which the elect shall know

God and the Universe. It will raise him above common knowledge and
make him understand the profound meaning and the plan of creation.
These secrets are immanent in Holy Writ, yet not grasped by he who
understands the texts literally. The Old Testament is a book ofsymbols;
its narrations are the mantle in which are clothed sublime revelations.

These simple accounts are not the whole truth. If this were so. Writ
could not be called the Books of Book; if the wise men of today would
meet and compose collectively a similar book, it would without doubt be
more coherent, less obscure and less shocking.
The Hebrew letters in which the sacred texts are written are not just

signs invented by man for the recording of things, events and thoughts.
Letters and numbers are reservoirs ofdivine power.



The Kabbalah

When man cannot understand nature, and insofar as he cannot
understand it at any point, he is confronted with an actual vacuum,
and into this he projects himself. What is sought in Alchemy or the
Hermetic Books or the Memphite Theology, or in fads like flying
saucers, is the basic spiritual pattern of the human mind in symbolic
garb, as it presents itself in the individual and behind that, in the
enduring structures of the human organism.
As the speculative constructions of religion fall away as explana

tions of "reality", they assume the character of symbolic masks of the
states of the Soul. If they persist in the practices of a cult, we say they
have been etherealized. It is precisely their irrationality which keeps
this dogma and ritual alive. If they can be reduced to "commonsense"
explanations or denials they soon die away. Only the mysteries sur
vive, because they correspond to the processes of man's internal life—
outward visible signs of inner spiritual realities.
Kabbalism dates back into the most obscure past of Judaism. What

are the distinguishing ideas of Kabbalism? It is first of all a theory of
emanations (degenerative monism, philosophically). The inscrutable
Godhead fills and contains the Universe. To become active and

creative, God emanated ten sephiroth or intelligences. A special
prominence is given to one of these emanations, which functions as a
female principal in the Deity. This is the final emanation, Malkuth
the Queen, the physical manifestation of Deity in the Universe.
She is thought of as a divine woman—the Bride of God.



Finally, the "innermost secrets" of the Kabbalah are what are

Occult in all occultism, erotic mysticism, and a group of practices of
the sort we call yoga. For the Kabbalist the ultimate sacrament is the

sexual act, carefully organized and sustained as the most perfect
mystical trance. Over the marriage bed hovers the Shekinah. Kab-
balism also includes a group of divinatory and magical practices,
manipulations of the alphabet, magic spells, and rites. All of these

elements go back to very early days. It is these beginnings which
shed most light on scholarly Kabbalism and go far to illuminate
the real, the abiding, spiritual meaning. By and large the special
details ofKabbalism are what is Occult in occultism everywhere;

most of the world's religions can be reinterpreted in these terms,
which give Kabbalism its fascination and its substance.
Kabbalism is probably the only religious movement of the Gnostic

type to come full circle—to create mysteries and explain them, to hide
secrets and discover them, and come at last back to the greater
mystery from which it started, with deeper insights and wider know
ledge. Insight and knowledge of what? In the last analysis, of the
human soul, of man within himself, united with another in marriage,
united with his fellows in love.

In modern times there have been all sorts of rationalizing, philoso
phizing, psychologizing movements which have in fact accomplished
similar ends. These are either eccentric individuals or modern sophi
sticated cults. No matter who wrote or gathered and edited the tract
of thoZohar, it shows all the signs of being perfectly natural.
The Kabbalah, playing as it does such an important part in the

unveiling of the Scriptures, must be understood by those who wish to
enter into the details and comprehend fully the methods used by
Kabbalists. Hence, the first and most important question to be
answered is, what is the Kabbalah?

It is easy to give an explanation of the meaning of the word itself,
for its root is Kbl, which means "to receive;" hence, the Kabbalah is
the "received" doctrine. It is the esoteric side of the scriptures of the
doctrine of the eye—the inner Truth as opposed to the outer form.
There is, however, no Book of the Kabbalah, no manuscript called

"The Kabbalah"; but many manuscripts and books were written
based upon the Kabbalistic knowledge, and these different works are
known collectively as the Kabbalah. They are, however, merely



opinions and statements embodying the ideas of the Hidden Wisdom.
These have been taught to companies of students by the teachers
of the Secret Doctrine even though they were seldom written
down.

We have to remember, however, when entering upon a study of the
Kabbalah, that it is to be viewed in three ways: historically, as
regards the documents, etc.; in reference to the Kabbalistic methods
of teaching and unveiling the mysteries hidden in the Scriptures; and
finally, as the Kabbalah, the Wisdom itself, or Spirit, Soul, and Body.
Everything in the whole Universe must of necessity be threefold, as
will be proved later. The Kabbalah is no exception.

It is well to remember these distinctions and to realize the differ

ence between the Kabbalistic wisdom, the means of production, and
the product or appearance. The Kabbalah, then, viewed from this
point of view, is not a book as so often thought, just as the Occult
teaching, the Secret Doctrine, is not a book, even though The Secret
Doctrine happens to be the name of a book containing many of its
teachings.
What, then, is the Kabbalah, and whence does it originate? These

questions have puzzled the minds of many scholars in the past and
still continue to puzzle many in the present, especially those who
endeavor to fix and tabulate the Ancient Wisdom. They are those
who do not look beyond the surface.

Hitherto nothing definite has been settled as to the origin of the
Kabbalah. As regards the documentary evidence, there are few
historical facts of an exact kind upon which the intellectual writers
could fall back; hence, many have been driven into the realm of
surmise and opinion.
One declares, repeating the information given in a very old manu

script, that this wisdom was given by God himself to a company of
angels. Esoterically speaking, he may be correct, if he thinks of an
Avatar in the place of a personal God, and of Masters instead of
Angels. Another declares the Kabbalah, or rather that part of it
comprised under the title Zohar, is the work of Simeon ben Yochai,
who lived at the time of the destruction of the second Hebrew

Temple. Others declare it is a modem invention and the work of

Moses de Leon.

All seem to forget that the Kabbalah itself, being the expression of



Cosmic Truth, can have had no actual beginning, but must be as
eternal as Truth itself!

It is reasonable to suppose, and many other Occultists who have
an excellent knowledge of the past declare, that there were always
some great ones upon earth with a knowledge of the Secret Wisdom
or Kabbalah. There were, indeed, always men who knew of these
doctrines, and they were continually giving them out to the world in
different lands at different epochs as required—sometimes in one
form and at other times in another, but ever it was the same Truth.
Veiled in the teachings of the Kabbalah or the vehicle for the Divine
Wisdom, it is eternal, for it is the means of manifesting the
knowledge stored up in the memory of Nature.
This Aether of space is a veritable picture gallery, or rather a kine-

matograph which, when wound up by the initiated seer, shows pic
ture after picture of the Past. These pictures are the true memory of
Nature impressed upon Aether of Akasha, just as human memory of
the past is impressed upon the matter of man's brain. If the one
statement is found to be reasonable then the other is not a whit less so.

In this sense, the Kabbalah had no beginning except as the world
itself had a beginning, and man himself had a beginning, for the
Divine Wisdom is Eternal in the Heavens.

But there must have been a time when the wisdom was first promul
gated, when these Kabbalistic doctrines were first given out to
students. True, but then we have to consider our knowledge of
history does not take us far enough back into the time stream.
Wherever we look, apart from the ordinary historical records, we
find this inner teaching has existed.
We see it hidden in the ancient writings of South America, in the

temples and on the stones and monuments of Egypt, in sacred
writings the world over, in Sanskrit, in Greek, in Latin, and in Chinese.
It is found in any sacred writing which is truly sacred, one which is
capable of teaching Truth to man.
In the Vedas it looms large; it is to be found upon the papyri of the

Priests of Egypt, on the stones of Assyria and Babylon, in the writings
of the ancient Persians and Sassanians, and in all countries and in all
climes. In Peru and in other parts of America, in China, in Japan, and
throughout Asia, Africa, Europe, and Australia, everywhere traces of
this great ancient wisdom are found.



It is, however, sufficient to know that the Kabbalistic works date

back considerably. The date can be placed to the doctrines of the
ancient Egyptians, and it may be said that in the opinion of many
students, the Kabbalistic teachings were undoubtedly of Egyptian
and Chaldaic origin as far as the Jews were concerned.
The Book of Zohar is said to have originated with Rabbi Simeon

ben Yochai. The Book of Zohar is said by its compiler to have been
discovered in a cavern where it had lain for many years; it is not an
unlikely tale. It is quite reasonable to suppose Moses de Leon did find
some old manuscripts written by the disciples of Rabbi Simeon in the
second century. He could have edited them, rearranged their teach
ings, and added some of his own wisdom—of which he had an
abundance. However, this does not dispose of the fact that the
Kabbalah itself is of infinitely greater antiquity even if a few of its
doctrines may have been written down in the second century. Hence,
the student is reminded that the study of Kabbalah is not exclusively a
Jewish work, but the work of ancient students of the Occult, whose
ideas are beyond the reach of sectarian differences.
The history of books is not important after all; it is "The Thing-in-

Itself" which matters to the truth seeker. Let us, then, leave these
dates and data, for the history of the Kabbalah has not yet been, nor
ever will be, written by any scholar whose knowledge is in his head
only.

The ancient races preserved the remembrance of a primitive book,
written in hieroglyphs by Sages of the earliest epoch of our world. It
was simplified and vulgarized in later days, and its symbols furnished
letters to the art of writing, characters to the Word, and the signs to
all true philosophy.
This book was attributed by the Hebrews to Enoch, seventh master

of the world after Adam; by the Egyptians to Hermes; and by the
Greeks to Cadmus, the mysterious builder of the Holy City. .This
book was the symbolical summary of all primitive tradition, called
subsequently Kabbalah, meaning "reception".
The tradition in question rests on the one dogma of Magic; "The

visible is for us the proportional measure of the invisible." Now the
ancients, observing that equilibrium is the universal law in physics
and follows the apparent opposition of two forces, argued from
physical to metaphysical equilibrium. They maintained that in the



First Living and Active Cause there must be recognized two proper
ties which are necessary one to another. These were stability and
motion, necessity and liberty, rational order and volitional autonomy,
justice and love, whence also severity and mercy. And these two
attributes were personified, so to speak, by the Kabbalistic Jews.

According to the Kabbalah, this is the groundwork of all religions
and all sciences—triple triangle and a circle. The notion of this triad
was explained by the balance multiplied by itself in the domains of the
ideal. From it came the realization of this conception in symbolic
forms. The ancients attached the first notion of this simple and
impressive theology to the idea of numbers and qualified the figure of
the first decade in the following manner:

1. The Crown, the equilibrating power {Kether).

2. Wisdom, equilibrated in its unchangeable order by the Initiative of
intelligence {Chokmah).

3. Active Intelligence, equilibrated by Wisdom {Binah).

4. Mercy, which is Wisdom in its secondary conception, ever bene
volent because it is strong (Chesed).

5. Severity, necessitated by Wisdom itself, and by good will. To per
mit evil is to hinder good (Geburah).

6. Beauty, the luminous conception of equilibrium in forms, inter
mediary between the Crown and the Kingdom, the mediating
principle between Creator and Creation, or a sublime conception of
poetry and its sovereign priesthood (Tifereth).

7. Victory, the eternal triumph of intelligence and justice (Nesah).

8. Eternity, the conquests achieved by mind over matter, active over
passive, life over death {Hod).

9. Foundation, the basis of all belief and all truth, the Absolute in
philosophy (Yesod).

10. The Kingdom, the Universe, the entire Creation, the work and
mirror of God, the proof of all supreme reason, the formal con
sequence which compels us to have recourse to virtual premises, the
enigma which has God for its answer. Supreme and Absolute
Reason {Malkuth).

Ffere is the religious and Kabbalistic key of the Tarot, formulated
in technical verses after the mode of the ancient and wise lawgivers.



A Conscious, Active Cause in all we see.

And number proves the living unity.
No bound hath He who doth the whole contain

But, all preceding, fills life's vast domain.
Sole worthy worship. He, the only Lord,
Doth His true doctrine to clean hearts accord.

But since faith's works a single pontiff need.
One law have we, and at one altar plead;
Eternal God for aye their base upholds.
Heaven and man's day alike His rule enfolds.
In mercy rich, in retribution strong,
His people's King He will upraise ere long.
The tomb gives entrance to the promised land, Death only ends;
life's vistas still expand.
Good angels all things temper and assuage,
While evil spirits burst with wrath and rage.
God doth the lightning rule, the flame subdue.
His word controls both Vesper and her drew.
He makes the moon our watchman through the night,
When dust to dust returns, His breath can call,
Life from the tomb which is the fate of all.

His crown illuminates the mercy seat.
And glorifies the cherubs at His feet.
These doctrines sacred, pure and steadfast shine;
And thus we close our number's scale divine.

Four suits present the Name of every name.

THE FOUR ACES

Four brilliant beams adorn His crown of flame.

THE FOUR TWOS

Four rivers ever from His wisdom flow.

THE FOUR THREES

Four proofs of His intelligence we know.

THE FOUR FOURS

Four benefactions from His mercy come.

THE FOUR FIVES

Four times four sins avenged His justice sum.

THE FOUR SIXES

Four rays unclouded make His beauty known.



THE FOUR SEVENS

Four times His conquest shall in song be shown.

THE FOUR EIGHTS

Four times He triumphs on the timeless plane.

THE FOUR NINES

Foundations four His great white throne maintain.

THE FOUR TENS

One fourfold kingdom owns His endless sway.
As from His crown there streams a fourfold ray.

By this simple arrangment the Kabbalistic meaning of each card
is shown. We can thus understand how the ancient pontiifs proceeded
to make the oracle speak. The chance dealing of the Tarot deck
invariably produced a fresh Kabbalistic meaning, exactly true in its
combinations, which alone were fortuitous. Seeing that the faith of
the ancients attributed nothing to chance, they read the answers of
Providence in the oracles of the Tarot.

As to the Court Cards, a final couplet will suffice to explain them:

KING, QUEEN, KNIGHT, PAGE

The married pair, the youth, the child, the race;

Thy path by these to Unity retrace.

The Kabbalist's task is to unriddle this hidden meaning through
methods handed down by tradition. The verities thus gathered are in
accord with the principles established by the founders. But who were
these founders? History and legend disagree on this point. In
Kabbalistic writings we read God Himself revealed the Kabbalah to
mankind in Biblical times.

Adam received a Kabbalistic book from the angel Raziel; and
through this wisdom he was enabled to overcome the grief of his fall
and to regain dignity. The Book of Raziel was handed down to
Solomon, who by its power subdued earth and hell. The book
Yetzirah is attributed to Abraham; but the prevalent Jewish opinion
is that on Sinai, Moses received the key of how to interpret mystically
the Scriptures.
A cosmogony based upon letters existed in Israel 150 years before



our Christian era. It is also likely that the Hebrew priesthood heeded
oral traditions, as did the priests of other nations. Empirical lore
lived beside the Scriptures, for Esdras refers to the revelation made to
Moses by God: "These words thou shalt declare and these thou
Shalt hide.. (Exodus II, 14:5-6).
Remnants of so venerable an age are evident in the numerous

works of the Kabbalah. Many of its ideas are latent in the apocalyptic
texts written in the first and second century of our era. Yet the
origin of a well-defined Kabbalistic doctrine must be placed in
eternity.

How strange the destiny of the Jews, those scapegoats, martyrs and
saviours of the world. A people full of vitality, a bold and hardy
people, which persecutors have failed to destroy, for they have not
yet accomplished their mission.
The monarchs of science are the priests of truth, and their sove

reignty is hidden from the common multitude. The kings of science are
men who know truth, and the truth has made them free. If you hold
by anything in this world more than reason, truth, and justice; if
your will be uncertain and vacillating; if logic alarms you; if the
naked truth makes you blush; if you are hurt when your errors are
found, do not read this. At the same time, do not claim it as a pack of
dangerous lies.
The Astrologer avails himself of a force which he knows; the

sorcerer seeks to misuse one he does not understand. The Astrologer
is the sovereign pontiff of Nature; the sorcerer is her profaner.
To know. To dare. To will. To keep silent!
Man becomes king of the beasts only by subduing or taming them,

otherwise he would be their victim. The world is a field of battle.
Liberty struggles with inertia by its opposition of active and vital
force.

Dictators are millstones. If you cannot be the miller, you must be
the grain. He alone can possess the pleasure of love who has con
quered the love of pleasure. To be able to forbear is to be strong. To
yield to the forces of nature is to follow the stream of negative life
and to be the slave of minor causes. To resist and subdue nature is to
make for one's self a personal and imperishable life.
To succeed in performing something we must know what is

proposed, or at least we must have faith in someone who does



know. The intelligence and will of man are instruments of incalculable
power and capacity. Intelligence and will possess an instrument of
faculty which is imperfectly known, the omnipotence of which
belongs to the domain of Astrology.
Supreme intelligence is of necessity reasonable. God may only be

an hypothesis, but he is an hypothesis imposed by good sense on true
human reason. Necessity, liberty, and reason—these are the great
supreme Triad. Fatality, will, and power—such is the divine Triad.

Fatality is the inevitable sequence of causes and effects in their
determined order. Will is the directing faculty of intelligent forces for
the conciliation of freedom with the necessity of life. Power is the
wise application of will which enlists fatality in the accompli shment of
the desires. The forces of nature are at the disposal of those who
know how to control them.

Sexual physical love is ever an illusion, for it is the result of an
imaginary mirage. Rivalry often creates success, since we work
harder at that which resists us.

Faith (aspiration towards the infinitive), the noble self-reliance
sustained by confidence in all virtues (the faith which in weak natures
may degenerate into pride) is represented by the Sun. Hope, the
enemy of avarice, is represented by the Moon. Charity, in opposition
to luxury, is represented by Venus. Strength, superior to wrath, is
represented by Mars. Prudence, hostile to idleness, is represented by
Mercury. Temperance, as opposed by gluttony, is represented by
Saturn. Justice, in opposition to envy, is represented by Jupiter. Such
are the symbols borrowed by Astrology from the ancient Hellenic
cults.

In the Kabbalah of the Hebrews, the Sun represents the angel of
light; the Moon, the angel of aspirations and dreams; Mars, the
destroying angel; Venus, the angel of loves; Mercury, the angel of
progress; Jupiter, the angel of power; and Saturn, the angel of the
wilderness. Infancy is dedicated to the Sun, Childhood to the Moon,
Youth to Mars and Venus, Manhood to Mercury, Maturity to
Jupiter, and Old Age to Saturn.
The seven colors of the prism, and the seven musical notes,

correspond also to the seven planets of the ancients—they are the
seven chords of the human lyre.



KABBAUSTIC WISDOM

Thoughts untranslated into speech are lost to humanity. Words
unconfirmed by acts are only idle words. Thoughts formulated into
speech and confirmed by acts constitute a good work or a crime.
Hence, in either vice or virtue, there is no utterance for which we are
not responsible. Above all else, there are no indifferent acts. Curses
and blessings invariably produce their consequences. Every action,
whatever its nature, whether inspired by love or hate, has its effects
analogous to its motives and its extent and its direction.

Unpopularity may be aproof of integrity and courage, but never of
policy or prudence. The closer the bonds which unite two persons,
the more terrible the consequences of hatred between them. To
pardon is never a crime, but to curse is always a danger and an evil.
Reason has been given to all men, but all do not know how to make

use of it. It is a science to be acquired. Liberty is offered to all, but not
all men are free. It is a right that must be earned. We attain nothing
without more than one effort. The destiny of man is to be enriched by
his own earning. Afterwards he is to have the glory and pleasure of
dispensing it.

MODES OF INTERPRETATION

The different methods are as follows:

1. The key to the Scriptures is in the meaning of the Hebrew letters
themselves (see Appendix), in addition to their meaning collectively.
Each letter has many meanings accordbg to the plane of mani
festation from the human and man's surroundings to the Cosmic
and its surroundings. It is sufficient to say that they constitute a
veritable mine of great wisdom and are collectively the true key to
the Scriptures.

2. Each of the Hebrew letters has in common with the letters of many
other languages, notably the Greek, a numerical value. These values
are often written down in place of the letters of a word which they
represent. This then constitutes the numerical value of that word.
From this method, wonderful teachings can be derived, especially
with the aid of one who has had experience in Kabbalistic studies. It



is called Gntria or Gematria (a synonym for the Greek word
Grammeteia), which means literally "the amounting to". Words of
similar values are used to explain the deep truths hidden in the
combinations of letters which are called words.

3. The third method is called Temura, which means "to change", and
is called "permutation" by Christian Kabbalists. This is an
anagrammatical method in which the letters of a word are changed
about in order to form another word, or at times reversed, as the
case may be; in this way many mysteries are brought to light.

4. Notariquon is a method in which the initials of words are taken to
form other words. The simplest example is of the Chochmah
Nestirah, which means the "hidden wisdom". The answer is shown
us by the teacher who points to its initial letters from the word Ngh
and Chn, the former referring to Rest (Pralaya) and the latter to
Grace. Yet both are symbols showing the result of a study of the
hidden wisdom or Chochmah Nestirah. Such study is supposed to
bring grace, lead to rest, and to the ultimate perfection of man. In a
sense this is the human condition of Pralaya, the condition of
Heaven upon Earth. The true meaning of Notariquon is simply
"quick writing" or "shorthand".

5. Finally, there are the "Four Ways"—the four ways of interpreting
the Sacred Scriptures.
There is no special authority for these statements, but they are

well known and accepted by Kabbalistic students, having been
handed down from father to son, throughout the ages. The four
ways of reading the Sacred Scriptures according to Kabbalists, as
mentioned in the Book of Zohar, are:

First, the Psht, or Pshat, is the plain or simple literal rendering of
the superficial knowledge which anyone may read. The second
method is called Rmz, or Ramaz, literally, "a hint", and is intended
for students who are developing their intellect and who do not wish
to be taught by those who see only the literal meaning. The third,
Drsh, or Darash, is the inferential method of reading, in which the
eye of intuition (the eye of the Spirit) is opened. Then man transcends
far above the lower mind and far beyond the intellectual reasoning
of the brain consciousness, as is well known to all Occult students.
Finally, there is the fourth, and most important method, called Sud,
or Sod, literally, "secret". This method is taught by initiates to their
beloved disciples only. They are careful to whom they divulge this,
the deepest of mysteries, knowing that "Those who hunt what the
Gods hide have trouble for their pay."



The four ways of reading the Sacred Scriptures correspond to the
Four Initiations of Life—the lessons which man has to learn whilst

passing through the experiences of the physical, emotional, mental,
and higher planes. These experiences have to be gained chiefly while
in the dense physical body. The man who has mastered all these
four ways and who has passed the initiations of Earth, Water, Air,
and Fire rises above them and becomes a Pure One (Tahar)

It is curious to note that the same teachings are in the Sanskrit, for
in that wonderful language the word Tahar or Arhat means a
"Perfected One", Mahatma-a, or Master.
A Master is one who has passed these four initiations, but this

does not mean that he has merely learned to read the Sacred Scrip
tures as written upon paper. There are other scriptures, the scriptures
formed in the hearts of men, as well as in the Mind of God. Those
who would be perfect have to learn to read these "Sacred Scriptures"
in the four manners corresponding to Pshar, Ramaz, Darashy and
Sud.

This then is the goal set before us; this is the Law: "Be Perfect,
even as the Father in Heaven is perfect." By conquering all the worlds,
by experiencing all things, by reading the Sacred Books, whether in
the hearts of men, or whether in the records of man or nature, we
rise above the necessity for earthly lessons and become free from our
bonds, perfect masters of the arts and crafts. Thus viewing life, the
Kabbalist attains to Paradise. The secret is hidden in the four words

Pshat, Ramaz, Darash and Sud—the initials of which yield Prds
(Paradise).
What is Paradise? Is it a beautiful Garden of Eden, or a materia

listic heaven? Paradise or Nirvana is a state of consciousness, a

condition, in which man becomes all that there is and in which he
feels himself to be at one with all that exists. He is at one with God

and man and henceforth has no further lessons to learn upon earth.
He has attained the Goal set before humanity. He may then pass on
to higher realms and enter a new order of beings. He may remain to
help in the great work on earth—to uplift and benefit his younger
brothers.

All this is hidden in the words Pshat, Rama^., Darash, and Sud. As
man progresses through the different experiences of life and passes
the initiations represented by these four words (the Four Ways), he



extracts from each the essence of spirit and adds it to his store of
experience.

NUMERICAL VALUATION

In ancient times, the world was not overburdened with literature as it
is now, when millions of books which all treat the same unimportant
material matters are produced in such ghastly numbers. In those days,
man depended more upon personal teachings, and when ready
received his just reward from his teacher.

The method of teaching was the Kabbalistic one of using the
sacred scrolls, upon which were written glyphs and symbols. Upon
this foundation man built a solid structure of knowledge. The teach
ings related to the Macrocosmos, the large world or the Universe,
and to the Microcosmos, the reflection of the larger world to the
small one called Man. From these teachings, hidden in these glyphs
and symbols, a universal science is obtained—a science which treats
of the Becoming of the Universe, of flux and efflux, of Manvantara
and Pralaya, from the generation of the "Gods" to the perfection
of Man.

One of the methods used to unravel the mysteries hidden in these
sacred writings or scrolls is that of Temura or permutation, the
anagrammatical method of changing the position of the letters and
forming a word to create a new word which then explains the
original. A striking example of this method, is the following:
The writers on Alchemy speak of a mysterious substance to which

no name is given. It is said to be the cheapest thing in the world and
costs nothing, yet it cannot be bought, but is actually given "for
nothing" to all who are entitled to it. What is this mysterious thing?
The Kabbalist answer is, "It is Grace".

The Hebrew word Mclw, Mechein, meaning literally "from grace",
has six permutations of great significance: Mchn, "from grace";
Mnch, "from the one who rests"; Chmn, meaning "rich oil"; Nchm,
"to comfort"; Nmch, "to obliterate"; and finally, Clinm, "for
nothing". In these permutations there is hidden a teaching of the
deepest significance.
He who has passed through the fires of life and seen the emptiness



of carnal things, of things transitory—those things which at the
utmost last but for a lifetime—he who has reached this stage becomes
Mnchy the one who rests from action. He has discovered after

bitter lessons, after repeated trials and tests, that all mundane
things arc useful only because of the lessons which they teach the
Soul.

Having thus learned from long experience that nothing in the
world of man may bind him, he becomes Much. He goes out into the
world a disciple doing the work of his Master, doing his Master's
will, seeking to bring anew to earth the mighty truths so long hidden
from a materialistic world. Whatever storm there may be without,
however much it may pour with hailstones, however fearful the
lightning and thunder in the world of man, he stands calmly by,
ready to serve those who are sent to him. He has learned from the

silence and becomes Much.

Thus he acquires Grace, Mchn,—that grace which is his due through
resting from effort, whilst ever in the midst of the fight. This Grace,
of Mchn, is like unto "rich oil", which is Chmn, pouring down upon
him, anointing him and opening up a wider field of consciousness to
him. It tells of perfect unity and at-one-ment. This plane or condition
of being is known in the East as the Buddhic, and is spoken of in the
West as Cosmic Consciousness. Entering into this condition of
Buddhic consciousness through the anointing, all his doubts and
fears are dispelled. Never again can he complain that there is no
purpose in life, nevermore will he rail at the gods for the faults of man,
for now he knows,hQ realizes and understands the reason.HlQ sees the

Purpose shining even in the darkest night of misery. Thus knowing
much he is enabled to forgive all, and sets his feet firmly upon the
path of Attainment.

Henceforth, as he looks around him and studies the Sacred

Scriptures written in the hearts of men, he sees nothing evil, except in
a relative sense. There are only lessons to be learned and a something
beyond all forms which is Real and Everlasting. Nothing which is
human is evil in his sight, nothing that is human is wrong; there is no
sin but what he might have committed, no stage but what he himself
has passed in his upward climb. Knowing the effect of these lessons
upon himself, he realizes all is for the best. God, in truth, is indeed in
his Heaven, and all is right with the world.



This then is the meaning of the Alchemists when they assert that
the sacred fire cannot be bought but is to be had "for nothing". This
nothing is a very precious "something", for it is Grace, without
which no man can safely be entrusted with the Grand Secret.
We may read the lessons contained in these Temuras in a shorter

way as follows:
The Grace of God is like unto rich oil pouring out from the

Heavens, coming "to comfort" the "one who rests" from strife and
serving "to obliterate" all evil so that nothing is left but the

Perfected One, the Tahar or Arhat.

All love emotions are expansive; all emotions of hatred are restric
tive. Hope and faith are of the nature of love and expand the Soul;
but fear and doubt and despair are of the nature of hate and contract
our Souls, thus making us feel uneasy and unhappy. The snake
stands for contraction, for tightness and indrawing; when men fight
and quarrel with one another, they always resemble more or less the
old snake, each drawing to his side, anxious for self-preservation.
Freedom from the snake's anguish can only be had by ceasing from
the snake's ways and learning to obey the law of love, the first dictate
of which is self-sacrifice.

There is no death; there is no destruction. All is but change and
transformation—first the caterpillar, then the chrysalis, then the
beautiful butterfly. Likewise, first physical man, then the mighty
mind, and at last a noble Soul.

The scientific mind of this age requires a logical and well-reasoned
foundation for every statement which claims its attention. Credence
is given to naught but the senses and their testimony. Even in the
realms of psychology and metaphysical research, the scientific mind
clings to this rule and demands compliance with its own conditions.

Naturally the Pilgrim on the Path to the Masters finds himself at a
loss to reconcile the man of science. His cold, calculating mind and
relentlessly exacting methods forget a manner of procedure. This is
nothing else but the faith of a little child. Fortunately this does not
sound as ridiculous now as it would have fifty years ago. A great
number of men, distinguished for their learning and sound knowledge,
are no longer strangers to the spirit and things spiritual.
To the ordinary mind, even of cultured people, thought is identi

fied with Self, and any mental movement within them is looked upon



as the guidance of the Self. This is why they get angry when their
wills are thwarted and their desires opposed. Taking their mind to be
themselves, their spirit rushes out against the supposed enemy who
dared to frustrate what the mind had planned.
The disciple, distinguishing between the eternal and evanescent,

and knowing the mind to be as unreal as the lower manifestations
which he has already conquered, cannot by any possible chance get
angry or wish ill to his opponents. No matter whether his grievance
be real or fancied, the knower of truth is far above the mind and its

complications and has actually nothing to lose or gain. There may
arise an exceptional occasion when for the sake of "younger souls"
and their evolution, a defense will be made by an Occultist against
slander.

Those who transcend the personality and the passions completely
find the consciousness of the Higher Self. Those who have won the
victory and scaled the heights return to testify to the Light—the
brightness of which has left its reflection upon their faces. We can see
their shining auras and their glorified countenances, for they, without
ceasing to be children of the earth, have become citizens of the
celestial realms. They are now the twice-born sons and daughters of
the Father of Lights, whose limitless splendor must remain a mystery
to the world at large to the end of time.
The ultimate end of science is to explain the facts of nature. How

does science accomplish this? By generalization and deduction,
which means the placing of the newly discovered fact or the newly
revealed truth at the side of facts already known and truths already
familiar to man. But in the nature of things, science must stop
somewhere. The latest fact still requires a further generalization
in order to account for its own origin. Scientific methods lead to
metaphysics.

The basis of all scientific research is the trinity of time, space, and
matter, which are themselves mental conceptions. Now seeing that
these fundamental conceptions of time and space, which form the
warp and woof, are essentially spiritual notions, it naturally follows the
subject aware of these must be above and independent of them.

Prior to this stage, man can never think of anything except as it
is, was, or will be. Likewise we can never think of anything which
does not occupy any space at all or which is devoid of all matter



whatever But the Atomic consciousness needs no such support to
substantiate the operation of its interior sight. It works on the form
less plane, and its experiences are so far removed from our earthly
ones that any terms we may use for their description must be
inadequate.
However, the imperfection of the instrument does not detract from

the excellence of the master. The insufficiency of temporary channels
does not lessen the fullness of the eternal fountain. The shortness of

our sight and the narrowness of our horizon leave untouched the
limitlessness of the Divine Wisdom.

These truths were known to all initiates of ancient times. They are
now being revived and proclaimed anew to a doubting world. They
are founded upon the same principle on which the Cosmos itself is
founded—Love. But while being rooted and grounded in the very
nature of things, and identical with the Self in all creatures, they are
meant to be revealed to the few only, the majority of the race being
insufficiently prepared for them.
Love, the motive power of all that lives and breathes, must be the

guiding star of every disciple who has entered and is making pro
gress upon the Path. It is not only his safety valve at every step
of the way, but serves also to fathom the depths of the water sur
rounding him during his voyage to the other shore. The storms
and the winds threatening his Individual Life may often be of such
vehemence that constant reliance and steadily increasing faith in the
powers above are needed.
Only faith, hope, and love can save the disciple from destruction.

His enemies are many and mighty; their number and their power
keep increasing as he nears his goal. His only chance of escape is to
hide himself in the bosom whither naught that is evil can follow him
—the bosom of the Eternal Father and Mother.

To the doubting world this may still be fancy and childish talk, but
we can wait patiently until the doubters grow in knowledge and
increase their insight. In the course of time, these truths will become
common knowledge and no more doubted or wondered at than is
present day science.
The Alchemists, who will forever remain our philosophers, friends,

and guides in these matters, knew long ago that the whole Universe
is one homogeneous whole and that we, being members of the whole.



serve our ends best by living for others. Sacrifice, therefore, is the
highest form of self-realization. The proofs in favor of such a con
clusion are so numerous and so substantial as to amount to nothing
less than a mathematical demonstration.



Hic Realm of Spirit

It is Nature which teaches all things; she receives of the pure spirit
that instructs her. Everything coming from the light of Nature
must be learned, except for the image of potentiality. Man is given
creativity and potentiality, for he possesses life and spirit.
The Kabbalah is actually an intensified development of the teach

ings of an earlier oriental mystical trend, and centers around two
basic problems: (1) How to reconcile the relation of Spirit, the most
exalted and most spiritual Being, to the gross materialistic world. (2)
How could such a Spiritual Being create a material world, and from
where did the earthen matter come ? The solution to these problems is
best expressed by one word, Mediation, which means there are
mediators between Spirit and the material world by means of which
the true relations are carried out. The mediators have been identified

differently in past ages as angels, as powers of God embodied in the
letters of the alphabet, or as occult allegorical powers called sephiroth.
The true essence of Spirit and God, according to the Kabbalah, is

unknown. We only know pure Spirit is unlimited and infinite. It is
accordingly denominated in the En Sof (Endless) and it must, how
ever, reveal itself to the world and to the mind of man. To review,
there are ten manifestations of power and media of Spirit called
sephiroth. These are: Kether (Crown), Chokmah (Wisdom), and Binah
(Love and Understanding), forming the first triad, which relates to
pure being; Chesed (Kindness), Geburah (Power), and Tifereth
(Beauty and Glory), which are the moral qualities; Nesah (Victory),



Hod (Spendor), and Yesod (Foundation), representing the world of
nature; and Malkuth (Leadership), which harmonizes the nine
active principles and acts as the medium between the sephiroth and
other links in the great chain of being and existence. The sephiroth are
the instruments by means of which Spirit created the world and
through which it is manifest to the world.
Pure Spirit, per se, is then a diffusive, nonatomic, uncreated, form

less, self-existent being. It is silent, motionless, unconscious, and
possesses in its sublime purity only one attribute expressible in
human language. This is absolute and unconditioned potentiality or
creativity.
Such is the realm of Spirit, which for the sake of linguistic con

venience, was termed by the Occultist "the realm of unmanifested
being". We do not have to deal with the first emanation of this
inconceivable state. Yet the Kabbalah contains many long and
elaborate treatises upon the various emanations of all ten sephiroth.
These are, for the most part, written in such an allegorical style as to
be useless to most Western readers. Even the Oriental mind finds

them somewhat unsatisfactory, and in many respects totally mis
leading.
The first emanation or manifestation from this realm of formless

being and power claims the reader's closest attention. It forms the
key note of the entire divine anthem of creation. This emanation,
called by Kabbalists Kether (the Crown), when stripped of its alle
gorical and mystical veil, is the simple and naked activity of pure
motion.

Thus, we see the first action of the unconscious mind is thought,
and thought implies a vibration or motion. At the very moment the
Deific mind vibrates with thought, there springs forth from the
infinite womb of Divinity the duality of all future greatness. This
duality is the Kabbalistical twins {Hokmah and Binah) of Love and
Wisdom. In turn, they mean the attributes attraction and repulsion,
of pure force and pure motion. They are male and female, coequal
and coeternal, and express themselves as activity and repose.
No matter how recondite or abtruse our speculations may be,

when the orbit of our metaphysical mediation is complete, we find
ourselves face-to-face once again with our original starting point.
This is the infinite triad of Love, Wisdom, and Crown. In other



words, this triad is the one primal force of pure being containing
unlimited potentialities within itself.
With this divine trinity we, as investigators of nature's occult

mysteries, must rest contented. We console ourselves, whenever

necessary, with the certain knowledge that the nearer we appear to
approach the great white throne of the Infinite, the farther the divine
center recedes from us.

If this were not so, there could be no eternity for the atoms of
differentiated life. Consequently, the immortality of the Soul would
be an empty dream or a mere figment, hatched by some evil and
infernal power within the overheated imagination of poor deluded
mankind.

Before going any further, the reader should commit to memory the
following doctrines. These are taught by the Occult initiates of all
True wisdom. They are doctrines to us in our present mortal state,
since we cannot demonstrate them externally by any known form of
scientific experiment.

1. The whole Universe is filled with the pure, motionless, formless
spirit of creative and pure Divinity.

2. The Universe is boundless and unlimited, a circle whose cir
cumference is everywhere and whose center is nowhere. The
Universe is a duality and consists of the manifest and the non-
manifest.

3. The life principle emanates from the pure vortices of the central
spiritual Sun of the manifest Universe. From this mighty, in
conceivable center of life emanate spiritual rays which are
scintillating with activity.

The vast, motionless void, the awful universe of silent, formless
spirit now becomes alive with an infinite number of subordinate
universes. The rays at various points in space are brought into focus.
At these points or foci are formed the centers of smaller universes. An
example of this great process may be seen upon our material plane by
observing how primary suns throw off a series of secondary suns.
These secondary suns then throw off the planets. The planets now
become the parents of the moons.
The science of correspondence states, "As it is above, so it is

below."



Remember well these basic doctrines.

The divine purpose of all creation is the differentiation of the
unconscious formless one. The grand outcome of this great purpose is
the ultimation of intelligencies. Then separate minds reflect the idea
of the universal mind, and conscious, individualized mentalities
possess immortal souls capable of eternal progression. They are
differentiated life atoms which become of themselves secondary
factors and the arbitrators of the destinies of manifold worlds.

The processes of creation are a duality of Involution and Evolution.
The one is inseparable from the other. Paradoxical as it may appear to
the uninitiated, it is a divine truth that the Evolution and ultimation
of spiritual life is accomplished only by a strict process of Involution.
It is from the without to the within, or from the infinitely great to the
infinitely small.

To better understand this mystery we must use a series of symbols.
Accordingly, we conceive the divine focus of the primal essence to be
the spiritual center of a universe. This ray constitutes a triune from
which emanates the pure white light of the formless one. This center
constitutes a realm of sephiroth, a sun-sphere of living potentialities—
pure divine beings infinitely beyond the highest archangelhood. As
such, we conceive of it as floating, as if it were a speck in the infinite
ocean of divine love, surrounded by the effulgent brightness of the
nameless Crown.

This divine sphere is completely passive in such a stage. Nirvana
reigns upon and with the blissful radiance of its motionless bosom.
But the time approaches when its great mission in the scheme of
creation must begin. The moment arrives, and as the first creative
pulsation of thought in the whole sphere of motionless, formless, soft
light flashes forth, it is sparkling with living spiritual energy. Now,
behold what a change has taken place!
The soft, white light has ceased and in its place there goes forth in

every conceivable direction the mighty oceans of force—each ocean
differing in its velocity, color, and potentiality. The passive has now
become active, the motionless has commenced to move, and the void
of space is transversed upon the wings of light.
The Sun has become refracted, and a portion of the Infinite Light

is decomposed into its original unlimited attributes. This is related in
the mystical allegorical language of the Kabbalah as the evolution of



seven active sephiroth from the first trinity of Love, Wisdom and
Crown.

It is these seven active sephiroth which constitute the seven prin
ciples of nature. They form seven points or subcenters around their
divine parent center, the spiritual sun. These are the seven states
of angelic life from whose divine spiritual matrix issue all the life
atoms of their created universe.

When the dawn of any universe commences, the pure formless
essence is indrawn, before being involved by the Deific will of the
angelic hierarchies. It is indrawn from the realms of unmanifested
into the sun-sphere of creative life. By this contact it immediately
undergoes a great change. It is formless no longer, but atomic, and
endowed with the attribute or state of polarity.

This polarity evolves a sort of partnership and equally divides the
formless substance into two basic parts. Each part is a necessary
attendant upon the other in manifested existence. One is positive, the
other negative. The positive ray is that which constitutes the living
spiritual fire of all things. Its atoms are infinitely fine. The negative
ray is ever tending toward a state of rest or inertia. Its atoms are
coarse and loose when compared with those of the positive ray.

It is the substance formed by the negative ray which constitutes
every species of what is called matter. It forms all, from the incon
ceivably fine etherealized substance which composes the forms of the
divine archangels of the sun, down to the coarse mineral veins of
dense heavy metal.

Therefore, when speaking broadly of spirit and matter, the terms
are perfectly meaningless in an occult sense. That which we call
spirit is not pure spirit, but only the positive or acting attribute of
that which we term matter. Hence, matter is so far unreal; it is only
an appearance produced by the negative ray, and this appearance is
the result of polarity or of more motion. One is straight and pene
trating, the other is round and enfolding.
With this necessary digression we resume our discussion. From the

sevenangelic states mentioned before, spiritual involution commences.
Each one of the seven spheres is a reflection of one of the seven re
fracted principles which constitute the divine mind. From this
reflection spring forth angelic races, second only in mental power
and potentiality to their parents. Then, in turn, there are produced



still lower celestial states—each state of sphere corresponding in
nature, color, and attributes to the sphere from which it was bom or
reflected. Though each state in the descending scale is similar by
correspondence, it becomes less in size and more material. The
spiritual potencies of its angelic races are weaker and less active,
because they are more and more involved with matter as they descend
the scale.

Thus does involution proceed; involving state after state, and
sphere after sphere, forming a series of circles whose line of motion or
descent is not in the plane of its orbit. Thus the form becomes as a
spiral until the lowest point is reached. Beyond this point motion is
impossible, and the infinitely great has become the infinitely small.
This is the great polarizing point from which the material world is
reflected. It is the lowest possible spiritual state of life, which formed
the first ethereal race of human beings upon our planet. Thus it
ushered into existence the famous Golden Age of mythological
celebrity.

There are thus two schools for man. The school of the earth, which
teaches earthly things, has as its schoolmistress Nature, and is
indeed Nature herself, inculcates knowledge of itself and of those
things which are in it. Then there is the other school—that from above.
There the teacher is Deific spirit. It teaches us in the reborn body, not
in the old body; and in this reborn man, it teaches heavenly wisdom.
What is there in us, mortals, which has not come to us from the

sephiroth ? Whatever teaches us the eternal also teaches us the perish
able, for both spring from the realm of spirit.
There are many who deem man and his power to be the highest

good. There are men who consider the Malkuth to be the highest
good, or hold the highest good to be their fellow men who do them
a good turn, give them gifts, or help them. But in this they are mis
taken. For is there not the triad Love, Wisdom, and Crown above the
emperor? Is there not someone who gives to the man, who in turn
gives you what you need? Is not this someone more? We may rise as
high as we can, in search of the highest good, but all this remains
within the earthly sphere; that which is eternal is above all this.
If he who has the power is just in himself, the power must so sub

jugate him so that he is sadder than those under him. For power
comes from Spirit and bears the human burdens that derive from it. It



follows that to each is given the spirit he desires: to one the spirit of
wisdom, to another the spirit of science, to a third the spirit of faith,
to a fourth the spirit of healing, to a fifth the spirit of power, to a sixth
the spirit of prophecy, to a seventh the spirit of tongues. Thus God
gives diverse things through Spirit, and not just one, but many
hundreds, -so man may know how marvelous is the Spirit from which
all things come.
Each is twofold: on the one hand there is the knowledge we learn

from men, on the other hand the knowledge we learn from the Spirit.
The making of glass is not an art for him who has learned it from
someone else. But he who was the first to invent it of himself deserves

to be praised as an artist, for in him we feel the action of Spirit. But in
him who can do only what he has learned from others, the presence
of Spirit cannot be felt. Man can do none of this by his own strength;
all his wisdom, Iiis reason, and everything that is in him cannot dis
cover the new, let alone fully develop its properties. Those who
learned from the first teachers learned directly from others, but they
too lived by the Spirit. For it was put into those men, and it has thus
come down from the first to the most recent man. And thus the

Spirit triumphs on earth among men.



The Origin o£
Physical Life

The Involution of Spirit and the reactive Evolution of Matter are
based upon absolute laws, which man may realize. One form dis
appears only to give place to another more perfect form; this is a
fact observed throughout nature. Those who possess the attributes of
Soul-light in a sufficiently developed state can perceive the hidden
potentialities latent within the outward form. This being so, we know
previous to this natural evolution, which we distinguish all around
us, there must have been a process of involution. During this pro
cess, these latent potentialities became involved with the external
matter.

From nothing, nothing can be produced; it is therefore only the
blind and unreasoning who follow such an illogical creed as the one
thus summarized:

From nothing we came, and whatever our station.
To nothing we owe an immense obligation.
Whatever we do, or whatever we learn.
In time we shall all into nothing return.

To the cold, heartless supporter of this annihilating system of
nothingness—one who flaunts his superficially learned authority
under the name of Agnosticism—we reply with the realized conscious
ness of a deathless, progressive immortality:



From an infinite source midst realms of light,
An offspring from Nature, my soul stood its flight.
To gain amid matter, with its trials and pain.
The knowledge to carry it homeward again.

The immutable laws of nature may be traced backward into the
eras of sun formation, or carried forward beyond the present into
the equally dim vista of the eternal future. Those who can see and
realize for themselves the planes of both cause and effect will under
stand. To be able to do this we must attain the soul state of equilib
rium where both realms unite. Then there is neither cause nor effect,
but the two are one.

THE CELESTIAL STATE

This state contains the mystery of those inconceivable laws by the
operation of which the Self becomes an acting entity. It suffices to
say that this is a state of celestial life wherein the purely embryonic
center in the divine arc of progressive being is located. This is the
point where the diffusive intelligence of the infinite spirit becomes
differentiated and atomic. The Divine Self of the human Soul is

absolutely atomic. It is as eternal and immortal as the infinite.
Though atomic, it is only so as a purely spiritual conception, a point
of radiant light, totally free from matter, and incapable of uniting
itself except by means of reflection.
The twin souls, male and female, or heavenly Isis and Osiris, are

the two halves. They are the masculine and feminine attributes of the
Divine Self. They have alternate cycles of activity and repose. During
the cycle of their fruitful activity, the two respond with intense vibra
tions to the divine song of creation. This creates an influx of the
formless, motionless spirit into the celestial sensorium, and the
whole sphere becomes radiant with the scintillations of spiritual
harmony. Obeying the creative impulse, these streams of spiritual
force flow along to the convergent poles from the various centers of
the sphere. Each force from the male is met and balanced by that
of the female. The contact produces, by the exact equilibrium of the
masculine and feminine natures, the living external sparks of im
mortal life.



In the process of time, these pure twin souls, unconsciously
obeying the internal impulse, become attracted towards matter. Up
till now, they were pure and innocent, knowing neither good nor evil.
Thus the Divine Self, which is incapable of descent into matter,
projects the two souls into the vortex of cosmic evolution, where
they become separated and ultimately incarnated within the minerals
of a planet. This is the lowest point in the arc. In this state, these
souls constitute the hidden fire and spirit of matter and are its latent
force.

THE MINERAL STATE

The souls have arrived at the mineral state, and we now must
ascertain the origin of its motor or its life. We know within the
mineral lies concealed the potencies of an immortal being.
Chemical force is death—balanced, still, and motionless. Spiral

motion is the motion type of life. It is the true motion of life. It is a
spiritual screw, and with all the mechanical advantages of a screw, it
penetrates the universe of matter. The spiral varies in magnitude
from the infinite to the infinitesimal. The lesser forces are but an

infinite fraction less than the greater forces. The spiral may be almost
infinite in its sweep of curve, and will require almost an eternity to
reach its culminating point. Or with the greater the diversity in
power, the curve will become less, until we have the infinitesimally
small spiral which will culminate almost instantly. Between these
two extremes we have every phenomenon of life, from that of the
tiniest insect to the great cosmic life of an Astral Universe.

THE VEGETABLE STATE

Motion is the life of matter; but we must now seek for a still higher
form, the immediate product of matter. Having asserted that the
spiral is the motion of life, we will be substantiated in our assertion
by the vegetable kingdom. As external evidence, then, let us call to
our aid the phyllotaxy of plants. On the stems of plants the leaves are
placed so a line wound around the stem, and touching the petiole of



each life, would be a spiral. Where the leaves are in two rows, the
space between two opposite leaves is just half a circle or half the
circumference of the stem. Where there are three rows, it is one-third
the circumference, and so on. The facts are demonstrated by botanical
science, and not only confirm our assertion, but also show that vital
force is subject to measurement.

In order to understand how the vegetable evolves from the mineral,
the spiral motion of life must be held in view. Also, the various changes
of atomic polarity must be clearly understood. For instance, the
atoms of oxygen and hydrogen by combination produce a substance
(water) which is the direct polar opposite of their original flammable
states. From this change of polarity we have clouds, oceans, and
rivers. Now when the vapor from these waters is drawn upward by
the heat of the sun, a small fraction becomes decomposed into the
gaseous state. Although decomposed, the atoms are actually the same
after combining into the substance known as water as they were
when uncombined. They have only a different angle of motion.
Before, they rotated in a circle; they now ascend and revolve in the
form "of a spiral. In this ascension they attract or are attracted by
the atoms of carbonic acid gas. Instantly a violent rotation among
the various atoms is produced and they combine. Another trans
formation has taken place; a new thing has been produced as a
molecule or germ of physical life.
Under the control of a central atom of fire, the predominating

forces of oxygen and carbon unite, and this union produces another
change of polarity. They become attracted to earth. The water or
moisture receives them, and a species of vegetable slime is the natural
result. When this vegetable product has served its purpose and
decays, its liberated atoms arise in their spiral motion. In turn, they
become attracted to, or themselves attract, some of the atoms in the

air with which they have a natural affinity.
The same process of polarization is repeated, with some slightly

different vibrations, and a still higher germ of life is evolved. The
lowest form of the lichen may result. From the liberated atoms of this
life, spring forth still higher and higher types of the same family until
the climax is attained. Then, by a higher and more ethereal attraction,
the polarized units bring forth the next higher form of life. Thus, as
the ages roll on, from this original form issue all species, classes, and



families of vegetation. From these evolve, through the medium of
water, a still higher round in the gamut of being, animal life, and
finally Man.

INCARNATION AND REINCARNATION

Probably no truth has been more completely inverted by the ignorant
and concealed by the learned than reincarnation. In every age it has
been thought necessary by the priesthood to overawe the uneducated
masses by some species of pious jugglery. The popular theory of re
incarnation, as understood and taught today, is a typical example of
truth perverted. By reincarnation we mean the doctrine of the rebirth
of the human soul in various human forms and personalities, in
different ages, upon the same planet.
In every bundle of theological chaff there is, undoubtedly a grain

of genuine truth. We must bear in mind that the doctrine of human

reincarnation is not a doctrine of Occultism. It is a theological doc
trine of Oriental sacerdotal systems, formulated by the priesthood
either to conceal the real truth, or to account for what they them
selves could not understand. Up to a point, its teachings are those
of truth itself, but beyond this point the doctrine of rebirth becomes
one of the greatest delusions with which the mystical student must
deal.

To those who are upon the plane of appearances, it possesses an
almost irresistible attraction, since it appears to account, in a most
rational and philosophical manner, for the wide differences manifested
in the mental, social, and moral conditions of humanity. Upon the
external material plane, it seems to settle the question of good and
evil. It seems to harmonize all our inequalities with what seems divine
justice. All these delusive appearances, however, are but empty
shadows of the phenomenal world. They can only deceive those who
are upon the external plane and who have obtained their knowledge
of Occultism from the writings of others, accepting such teachings
without verifying them for themselves.
There are two methods of verification: one, the actual experiences

of the Soul; the other, the response of the Soul to the thoughts and
ideas we derive from an author's work. But, unfortunately, this



latter kind of verification is subject to serious drawbacks. A medium-
istic nature will respond to error because of the more potent thought
of the writer. If we are oversensitive, we may be superficial enough
to respond to an erroneous idea through pure emotional sentiment
These drawbacks have been seized by the Inversive Brethren to

enable them to fasten this reawakening of the Karma and reincar
nation delusion upon the sensitive minds and mediumistic natures of
the human race. The most finely spun ideals of "the higher life" have
been, and are continuing to be, presented by a host of sentimental
spiritually sick mystical writers to explain "the glorious mysteries" of
nature and "the secret doctrine" of all religious philosophies. Yet
they themselves, in real truth, know very little, apart from the
mediumistic ideas which are projected towards them by the Inversive
Magic. The whole is merely a metaphysical delusion cast over their
mentalities by means of a magnetic glamor.

It seems very strange that these followers of "the path" which lead
to physical reincarnation can be so blind as to imagine that this earth
is the only place within the infinite Universe whereon divine justice
may be satisfied, and due punishment meted out to the evil doer. The
life beyond is far more real, far more earnest, and much more
conscious than this life on earth. Surely, then, the Soul can work out
its redemption better there than here. Surely, the Soul ought to have
the privilege granted of being conscious of what it is suffering for.
This is not the case according to the fallacies of esoteric Buddhism.
Alas! The spiritually blind are blind indeed.
In the descent of life into external conditions, we must not omit

the fact that in its descent the monad has passed through every state
in the soul world. It passed through the four realms of the Astral
Kingdom, and lastly, it reappeared upon the external plane at the
lowest point possible. From this point we see it enter successively
the mineral, vegetable, and animal life of the planet. In obedience to
the higher and more interior laws of its own especial round, the
divine attributes are ever seeking to unfold their involved potential
ities.

No sooner is one form dispensed with, or its capabilities exhausted,
than a new and still higher form is brought into being—each in its
turn becoming more complex in its structure and diversified in its
functions. Thus we see the atom of life commencing at the mineral in



the external material world. The grand spiral of evolutionary life is
carried forward slowly, imperceptibly, but always progressively. There
is no form too simple, no organism too complete, for the inconceiv
ably marvelous adaptability of the human Soul in its divine struggle
of progressive life.
Yet, throughout the entire cycle of necessity, the character of its

genius, the degree of its spiritual emanation, and the state of life to
which it originally belonged, are perfectly preserved with exactitude.
These states correspond, in a general sense, to the four ancient
elements Fire, Earth, Air, and Water.

Yet, as a matter of purification alone, each atom must pass through
all these states on its upward journey. Before the human monad can
possibly attain the climax of its material evolution (the grand terminus
of its earthly incarnations), it must also pass through certain phases of
existence upon each planet; and its microcosmic nature in the
embodied man bears a mathematical correspondence to these
phases. Thus, between the mineral and man there is a perfect scale of
life. No one form is parallel with another in the grand chain of cosmic
being. Even the insects count, as the links, as progressive states in the
Great Chain of Being.
In the whole of this great chain are seven worlds through which the

soul migrates. No matter at what point or planet the Soul commences
its toilsome cosmic journey, the seventh planet is always the end of its
material orbit. This is the sphere wherein it attains the human form
divine. In no case does the soul monad commence as a mineral and
attain the animal or human upon the same planet. It becomes latent
on each alternate orb.

For example, the mineral atoms on this earth will undergo a purely
impersonal cycle upon Venus, which is their next sphere, and then
become incarnated within the vegetable upon the next planet. The
mineral atoms of the planet Mars, when they reach this planet, are
purely impersonal beings and do not incarnate here as objective
forms. They pass their cycle in the Astral spaces and then enter
material conditions again upon Venus.
Thus the soul monad has four objective states, and three subjective.

The objective states are one, three, five, and seven, or the mineral,
vegetable, animal, and man. The three subjective states are two, four,
six, or the negative states of its embryonic being. After the soul



attains the objective human form or seventh state, the next is beyond
material matter. "Once and only once," saith the law. After this,
Nature shuts the door behind her. Eternal progression is the anthem
of all creative life.

When we apply these basic laws to external material life, we can
guage the Soul's past history with an accuracy which is truly mar
velous. Thus, for instance, the truly martial individual belongs to the
state of life known in Occult phraseology as Fiery. Those peculiar
and especial attributes were "rounded out" upon the planet known as
Mars. The fiery characteristics of an atom belonging to a state of life
corresponding to the fiery triplicity were evolved through various
organic forms during its cycle of incarnation upon the planet of
Mars.

On the other hand, a Saturnine individual during his sojourn upon

the Martial plane was only a little attracted to the Martial forms of
existence. In fact, the soul monad, at that stage of its journey, passed
through a kind of impersonal coma instead of an active evolutionary
life. This happened because there was but only little affinity between
itself and the planet. Consequently, the planet did not have sufficient
attractive power to project the impersonal soul into the more outward
forms of organic being.
The same may be said of each planetary characteristic. Their latent

or active expression in the embodied individual reveals to the
initiated mind the whole of the Soul's past history of its impersonal
planetary life. A careful study of this will do much to explain the
true and deeper mysteries of Astrology. The positions of the planets
at a person's birth do not make him what he is; they only harmonize
with his Soul's conditions.

During the process of the Soul's involution, the human monad is
not incarnated in any form. The Soul descends into earthly conditions
down the subjective arc of the spiral and reascends upon the objective.
Rebirth commences when the objective mineral state is reached. The
process of the monad's descent through the various realms is a
gradual polarization of its Deific powers. This is caused by its contact
with the gradually externalizing conditions of the downward arc of
the cycle. At each step, the Soul becomes more and more involved
within the material.

The sphere of the reincarnation—embracing the birth of an external



form, its transient life and death, and the Soul's rebirth in a higher
and more perfect form of life—is all between the Mineral and Man.
Between these two planes, the Soul must pass through countless
forms and phases. It is an absolute truth that man lives on many
planets before he reaches this one. Myriad worlds swarm in space
where the Soul, in its rudimental states, performs various pilgrim
ages, until its cyclic progress enables it to reach our magnificently
organized planet. Here its glorious function is to confer self-con
sciousness upon man. At this point, and this point alone, does it
become a part of man. At every other step of the wild cosmic journey,
it is but an embryonic being, a fleeting, temporary shape, an imper
sonal creature, from which a part of the imprisoned Soul shines forth.
It is a rudimental form with rudimental functions, ever living, dying,
and sustaining a brief spiritual existence only to be reborn again.
Thus it sustains the successive round of births and deaths.
With each change, new organs and new functions are acquired

and utilized by the gradually expanding Soul as a means of its further
development. We see in it the spark of the flint. As we watch the
revolving sparks of the mineral soul, we can see it burst forth in
the sunlight in the garb of the lichen. It guards the snow-white
purity of the lotus and animates the aromatic glory of the rose.
It is the butterfly springing from the chrysalid shell, and the night
ingale singing in the grove.

From stage to stage it evolves
New births and new deaths,
Anon to die, but sure to live again.
Ever striving and revolving upon the whirling.
Toilsome, dreadful, rugged path.
Until it awakes for the last time on earth.
Awakes once more a material shape,
A thing of dust,
A creature of flesh and blood.
But now a Man.

The grand, self-conscious stage—humanity—is attained, and the
climax of earthly incarnation is now reached. Never again will it
enter the material matrix or suffer the pains of past material re
incarnations. Hencefortli its rebirths are in the realm of pure spirit.



Those who hold the strangely illogical Oriental doctrine of a
multiplicity of human births have certainly never evolved a lucid
state of Soul Consciousness within themselves. Had they done so,
their theory of reincarnation (held by a vast number of talented men
and women, well versed in worldly wisdom) would not have received
the slightest recognition.
An external education is comparatively worthless as a means of

obtaining a true knowledge of nature. Remember that though the
acorn becomes the oak, and the coconut, the palm, the oak, though
giving birth to myriad others, never again becomes an acorn, nor the
palm, the juicy nut. So it is with man! When once the Soul becomes
incarnated in the human, and thus attains the consciousness of
external life, man becomes a »Se^-responsible being, accountable for
his actions.

This accountability constitutes his earth Karma, and the reward or
punishment is consciously and divinely administered. The Soul is not
ignorantly ushered into the world, completely unconscious of its past
load of Karma. Such a means of redemption, instead of being divine,
would be void of justice. It would be diabolic!
When human laws punish the criminal, he is conscious of the mis

deed for which he is suffering. If this were not so, the punishment
would be unjust. For this reason we do not punish irresponsible
children, or insane men.

It is useless, however, to deal any further with such a transcendent
delusion. We will only say that all the so-called reawakenings of latent
memories by which certain people profess to remember certain past
lives are explained (in fact are only really explainable) by the simple
laws of afl&nity and form.
Each race of human beings is immortal in itself; so likewise is each

period. The first-period generation never becomes the second, but
those belonging to the first become the parents or originators of the
second. Each period generation constitutes a great planetary family,
which contains within itself races, subraces, and still lesser groups of
human souls. Each state is formed by the laws of its affinity, or a
trinity of laws.
At the expiration of one period generation, the polar day of evo

lution is brought to a close. The life wave leaves the shores of the
planet. The second round or period of humanity does not commence



until the human life wave, having gone round the whole planetary
chain reaches the planet again. This is a period considerably over
fifteen million years.
This is the exact length of a polar day or the period of the earth's

poles making one complete revolution in the heavens. This then is the
exact duration of the life wave upon our planet; hence, man is
similar to the acorn and the oak. The embryonic, impersonal Soul
becomes man, just as the acorn becomes the oak. And as the oak
gives birth to innumerable acorns or embryonic oaks, so does man, in
his turn, become the means of giving spiritual birth to innumerable
souls. There is a correspondence between the two.
From what has been said, one will perceive that each period

generation of humanity becomes more numerous than the one

before. The expanded material knowledge of each succeeding period
generation makes it possible for our earth to sustain a greater number
of humans upon its given surface.

All things originate as the objective outcome of the divine and
subjective idea or the human Self. This is the offspring of celestial
harmony, a differentiated atom of diffusive formless spirit. Through
it the activities of paternal souls are representative of the love, wis
dom, intelligence, and truth within the sun-sphere of all creative life.

Reincarnation within progressive material forms is not only for
the purpose of evolving and energizing the latent powers of the human
Soul. If this were true, and man alone was the sole object of develop
ment, it would constitute the basis of absolute selfishness. But as

there is no selfishness in the creative design, we can assert that such
human exclusiveness is only an appearance. When we penetrate
below this plane of appearances, we find a countless realm of beings—
equally as immortal as man—going through their cyclic rounds,
obeying the same universal laws as ourselves. These realms constitute
the steppingstones for external humanity in its journey towards the
Infinite. The organisms of humanity, in their turn, form the evolu
tionary spheres or material means by which these realms pass through
their cycles of progressive life. If we make use of certain planes for
our Soul's advancement, it only follows as a matter of reactionary
law or justice that we should render an equivalent service in return.
Thus we have the importance of a True Knowledge of our hidden or
Hermetic constitution.



Man, as we behold him by means of the physical senses, appears to
us a wonderful specimen of mechanical skill and architectural
beauty. Each organic part is exquisitely formed and is in perfect
unison, as is each part with the whole. There is little wonder that the

human organism was taken as the finite type of the unknown infinite.
If this is true upon the external plane, it is infinitely more so upon the
internal plane. There, bone, flesh, blood, and hair, the externals of
the outward body, are seen to be nothing but the crystallizations

of an ethereal force. They are held together by the mental being; yet
are not held together as a matter of necessity or for the sake of their

own especial evolutions, but simply as the natural outcome of their
ethereal activities.

In order to present a clear and definite picture of what Man really

is, we will list his Hermetic constitution:

1. A Physical Form fourfold in its composition, consisting in a general
sense of bones, blood, flesh, and hair. This form as a whole is
composed of a finite number of separate organic cells, each cell
constituting a minute system of its own, which in its turn was
formed by the crystallization of imponderable forces around a living
Spirit.

2. An Electrovital Body, seemingly composed of pale phosphorescent
light, enclosing a glittering skeleton framework of electric fire. This
is the electromagnetic form, inseparable from the physical body
during life, and dependent upon the active presence of the physical
for its continued existence. The pale phosphorescent light presents
a perfect outline portrait of the physical body, while the fiery
skeleton shows the interior electronervous system of the living
organism. The branches of the nerve system, spreading out in every
direction from the great trunk lines of spinal cord and brain, present
to the trained spiritual sight an infinitude of fine pencil rays of light
darting in straight lines with inconceivable rapidity toward every
point of the compass.

3. An Astral Form, so called because it is composed of the magnetic
light evolved by the planet. This Astral light differs in quality and
degree upon every orb in the Universe since it is generated from the
universal ether of space. It may be called the ether under a change of
form and capacity. It is the soul of the material planet, and con
sequently the cause of the planet's external phenomena. To give a
better idea of this almost unknown Astral light, we will use an



illustration. We say that water is salt, brackish, bitter, sulphuric,
sweet, or fresh. This is exactly the case with the Astral fluid. It differs
upon every Star. It is this difference which constitutes the strikingly
different qualities of each planetary influence.

This Astral Form presents a perfect image of the external per
sonality, even to style and condition of the clothing worn at the
time. This form is easily separable from the physical organism and
constitutes the true or real personality. By personality we mean the
Persona, or the appearance assumed by the Soul during its sojourn
within the material vortices of planes of cosmic force. This form is
under the direct control of the menial being animating it and under
suitable conditions can be made to assume temporarily any image
or form within the grasp of the dominating mind. When the Astral
double is absent from the physical body, the body, if awake, per
forms in a purely automatic or mechanical manner. It is also sus
ceptible to the pain and injury which may befall the absent double.
The Astral is also very susceptible to magical operations. Probably
nine-tenths of all black magic injuries are performed by means of
or upon this Astral ethereal form.

4. The Animal Soul, or the portion of the animating entity incarnated
within the microcosm. This constitutes the lower arc of its universe.

This animal soul is formless in regard to its separate expression, and
can be traced only in the lower lines and shadings of the human
countenance. It is the seat of all the selfish desires. These desires are in

themselves lower than the human sphere, but are still evolving up
ward through it from the animal. Their activities are strictly confined
to the Astral and material planes.

5. The Spiritual Body is a finely etherealized organism which in the
majority of the present generation is either latent or embryonic. It is
the Soul's expression of the heavenly raiment of the purified man.

6. The Divine Soul, or the section of the entity incarnated within the
microcosm which constitutes the higher arc of its universe. This
Soul, like the lower one, is formless as to its separate expression; yet
it can be traced in the higher lines of the human countenance. It is
the seat of the good, unselfish, and noble aspirations. All those
actions which spring forth spontaneously to aid the weak, the
suffering, and the afflicted, which are disassociated from any
interested motives of Self, come from it.

7. The Pure Spirit entity itself is called the Divine Self. This is the
divine atom of life, the central controlling spiritual Sun of the
microcosm. It is never incarnated within the form until the seventh

state or perfect manhood is attained.



The above are the divisions of the human constitution, as viewed
from without and within. Upon the surface this division will not
appear to differ very materially from the septenary formula of the
Buddhist cult. But, in reality, there is the difference which exists
between cause and effect.

The Buddhists say that it is the evolution of this principle which
gives the power of understanding and that without this we should be
upon the plane of the animal and act from mere instinct. When this
principle is active, man becomes noble, human, and capable of
understanding. Instead of being a creature of instinct only, man
becomes a reasonable being.
We question the whole of such teachings. For instance, a man may

be the intellectual giant of his age, so far as mere mental capacity is
concerned, and yet be the most selfish, unjust, and immoral of all
men. History teems with such examples! At the same time, some of
nature's noblest souls have been those whose intellectual abilities

have been below the average.
"This fifth principle," we are told by the Buddhists, "is the highest

principle of the animals." But Hermetic initiates deny this as true.
They assert that this "principle" is no principle at all, but merely a
form. In real fact, there are only three principles in an active state—
animal, human, and Deific. The remaining four are merely forms or
reactions. It is the action and reaction of these principles which
produce every class of mental phenomena in existence—be it vege
table sensitivity, animal instinct, human reason, or Deific perception.
Those three active principles form the three primary colors of the
Soul's spectrum, while the remaining forms are simply complemen
tary reactions.

We must now briefly sketch the Hermetic constitution and present
the fourfold teaching of the Western initiates. Man consists
of three duads which stand as Refraction and Reflection of one

another.

Man as he appears to the outward sight is very different from the
being within. He contains a universe of life within his organism;
myriad spirit atoms are evolving through him. They are as indepen
dent of him, in reality, as man is of the planet which gave him birth.
The truly human being is the most interior core or spiritual soul. The
whole of the lower nature and the external organism are only the



various realms of being which the human monad has conquered and
subjected to its imperial rule during its cyclic journey. We should
say, the externals are the reflections of those elemental states moulded
more or less rudely by the human soul after its own divine form. The
millions of separate entities within the human sphere are no more the
real man than the forty million inhabitants of France were Napoleon
who ruled them with his imperial will.
A few words are necessary regarding the Will and the Reason. Will

is universal; it is as impossible to point out where it begins or where
it ends as it is to separate the colors of the rainbow. The power of the
Will upon the external plane depends upon the strength of the electro-
vital constitution. Upon the Spiritual plane, it depends upon the
activity of the spiritual constitution. Within the Astral plane,
the potent will must have both of these activities well developed to be
successful. The true form of psychic training, then, is to evolve that
which is most latent so as to bring about an equilibrium. In the
great majority of cases it is the Spiritual which requires training.

Considering the Will is a universal power, it naturally follows
that the strength of our Will must depend upon the capacity we
possess for absorbing and reprojecting the power. In fact, man's Will
is only limited by his capacity to absorb the Universal Will. This Will
is not a principle; it is only an active result. It is transcendental matter
in rapid motion. Everything utilizes some portion of this Universal
Will in its own peculiar way.
Manas, or Mind, is simple only mental capacity, and like the Will

is not a principle, but a result. Intellect is the offspring of innumerable
and constantly changing causes or combinations of force never
repeated; consequently, no two people are exactly alike. The seat or
mainspring of reason, intellect, understanding, and mind is the
consciousness. Whether it will be good or evil depends upon the
respective activities of the animal and divine Souls. The higher
the Soul evolves, the more spiritual the understanding becomes,
until perfect rapport with the Divine Spirit is attained. This is the
true at-one-ment. Man is made perfect.



KARMA

"Karma is the law of consequences—of merit and demerit," say the
Buddhists. "It is the force which moulds our physical destiny in this
world and regulates our period of misery or happiness in the world to
come." We are also told, "Karma is the cold, inflexible justice which
metes out to each individual the exact same measure of good and
evil at his next physical rebirth that he measured to his fellow men in
this." This Karma at death remains somewhere down upon the
Astral planes of the planet, like an avenging demon, waiting anxiously
for the period of Devachanic happiness to come to an end. Then it will
reproject the poor unfortunate Soul once more into the magnetic
vortices of material incarnation. There, with its load of bad Karma
hanging like a millstone round its neck, it will in all probability
generate a still greater load of this theological dogma. Consequently,
at each rebirth, it will sink deeper and deeper, unless the Spiritual
Self can bring it to some consciousness of its fearfully sinful state.
How this transpires is not satisfactorily explained.

If the human Soul only received punishment for the sins and wrong
it inflicted upon others during a previous life, the Soul when it first
became incarnated must have started on its human Journey without
any Karma to suffer for. One is naturally led to ask, "How did it
first begin to commit sin?" We are distinctly told that what we now
suffer at the hands of others is only a just repayment for our own
past sins. If we had no past sins, we should be perfectly free from
trouble. We are distinctly taught that the first or preadamite men,
those of the Golden Age, were perfect. How did this abominable
Karma get a start in the world? This question must be fully explained.
We have a general idea of the Karma of Theosophical Buddhism.

Before discussing the origin of this Oriental delusion, we will present
the Hermetic doctrine of Karma.

1. Karma is not an active principle; but, on the contrary, it is a
crystallized force. It is the picture gallery or cosmic play of Nature.

2. Karma constitutes the scenery, essence, and mental imagery of a
person's total past existence.

3. The Karmic spheres of an individual's existence exist as Astral life
currents along which the soul traveled and which become crystallized



forms. These are expressive of the actions and motives which
prompted them. Therefore, our past Karma constitutes the Soul's
past history in the Astral light. It can be deciphered by the properly
trained Lucid, and even by some mediumistic clairvoyants.

4. Karma is the offspring of everything, or everything that possesses
pictorial records of its past evolutions. It is by means of this Karma
that the psychometric sensitive can read the unwritten past. Without
Karma, the powers of Psychometry would be totally useless. How
ever, they can only deal with small Karmas. On a grander scale, the
Karma of moons, planets, suns, and systems exists. Races of men,
species of animals, and classes of plants also evolve special racial
Karmas which constitute their Astral world.

5. The harmonies and discords of Cosrhic evolution generate their

special Karma just as thoughts and emotions do.

6. Karma is absolutely confined to the realms of the Astral light, and
consequently is always subjective. Karma can only exist as long as
the Soul which generates it is attached to the same planet. When the
Soul leaves the planet, the Karma disintegrates. A Soul cannot carry
its Karma around the Universe with it, since Astral light differs in
quality and degree upon each orb.

7. When the Soul enters the spiritual states of the Soul world (which
the Buddhists term Devachan), the power of its earthly Karma can
never reattract it to earth. Its influence over the Soul is lost forever.

The lower can never control the higher! To assert that the past
fossilized Karma can reattract the soul from the realms of spiritual

happiness and reproject it into the mire of earth is to exalt matter to
the throne of a Diety. This degrades pure Spirit to the level of a
passive brute substance.

From the above seven statements, Hermetic initiates assert that

Karma is not the primary law of consequences and destiny. It is not
an active principle always at work readjusting Nature's ridiculous
mistakes. Nature has never yet made a mistake I

On the contrary, Karma is a result—the subjective outcome of

innumerable laws and forces—and in this life it is utterly powerless
to effect either good or evil. But, upon the interior plane, upon or
within the Astral sphere of the disembodied Soul world, this Karma
becomes the Book of Life from which all our actions in this material

life are judged. At death we are surrounded by and compelled to exist
within our own Karma. We are forced by the laws of magnetic



afiBnity to work out our own redemption, ever face-to-face with
the grim idols of our earthly past. The foul, unlovely pictures of
every unclean imagination will haunt us, and set our very Souls
aflame with the consciousness of every injustice and wrong we
committed.

The only redeeming feature will be the good Karma, the kind
unselfish thoughts and noble aspirations we have evolved. All our
true, unselfish love for our fellow creatures will spring up like flowers
at our feet, and help to aid and brighten our path upward and on
ward through the spheres of purification and purgatory. At last we
shall enter the sphere of immortal life, where those whom we have
loved below may be waiting to greet us.
We have asserted that Karma is utterly powerless to effect either

good or evil so far as the material destiny is concerned. While this is
true within certain limits, seeing Karma is but the Astral record of
the past, yet this statement requires more explanation. It is not the
actions we commit which can, in themselves, bring happiness,
misery, benefit, or misfortune. It is the effect which our actions
have upon others that really produces immediate material
results. The precise eflfect which any action will have will depend
entirely upon the peculiar mental states surrounding us at the
time.

For instance, in one age it may be considered a meritorious action
to roast a poor, helpless medium under the name of witch; but at
another period in history, such an action may be followed by an
indignant spirit of public resentment. Then a terrible penalty will be
imposed by the law of the state to satisfy the public sense of justice.
The praiseworthy actions of one age become the criminal ones of
another. We see that the results of any action upon the material plan
depend upon the physical, moral, mental, cultural, and spiritual
development of mankind. This is not the case, however, within
the Astral Soul world. There, absolute justice is the universal law.
The mighty hero of a thousand fights, who dies surrounded by
all the pomp and vanity of public worship, comes face-to-face with
the fearful reality that he is a bloodstained murderer. As such, he
must work out his own salvation amid trial and suffering.
His purgatorial state will depend upon his motives and the con

sciousness of his earthly actions. If he was a true patriot, who fought


